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H-cther the I] itneſſes are Sian ? 


Dare not be defmitive and peremptory 1 making antwer hereunto, 
being-conicious to much darkneſs in my felf abou the anderft nd- 
ing and unfoldit 15 matters Apocalyprical , and k! 191 wing alto tha 
there are many difficulties attendi: ns the Anſwer of this Queltion ; 
I ſhall therefore humbly lay before you w har the Scripture {p-a! cerh, and 
eave it to you to conſider and conclude as rhe Lord ſhall he ip you. 
And in order to what I ſhall fay, there is ſomething that I would premite, 
and it is this: Thar in the ſlaughter of the W imelles rhere is that which 
carrieth a great analogy and proportion to the death of Chriſt, the con- 
 fideration whereof will much help us in the Anſwer of the Queſtion ; bur 
I mean not a complete and adequate proportion , but as to many remar- 
kable Particulars. 

The ſufferings of the Church are a great part of the ſubject matter of 
this Book of the Revelations » etpeciaily under the Seals and Trumpets, 
till you come to the laſt Wo, which is objeCtated chiefly on Antichrilt : 
And thele Sufferings were partly under the P1722 Roman Empire, partly 
under Rome Antichriſtian ; and the tufferings of the Saints under both. are 
the ſufferings of Chriit myſtical, and are 'o exptc i-d as bearing a Srcat 
proportion and likeneſs with the ſufferi: ngs of Chriit perſonal. 

The firſt of chele ſufferinics of Chriſt myſtical we find, Rev. 12. 1,2,3. 
cc. where it 15 laid, he 1, oman beins with Cinld, cr) fy. trawvellns in 
Birth, aid p- 17d to be delrvered, The Woman here is the Shurch, and 
the Child that the travelleth with is her Seed, which is Chri/l myſticat, 
whoſe Safterings by the great Red Dragon (2. e. the Dovil 1 the Reman 
P.:041 Empire) do, in many things, * as a Learned !nterprere; - har 1 0b- 
fervgd, allnde to the fufterings of C ariſt perlonal when he was born. 
1. In thar Chriit was a Child born of a Woman uuder many ourward | 
wants, 10 as the condition of the Church is commonly. 2. Ingba: Her rod 
aid watch to deſtroy Chriſt to 100n as he was born, and as P! Nr20 
veral times called a Dragon) {ought to deſtroy the Fews Male: C hildren 
25 toon as they came into the world. 3. As Chriſt when hs was bor, 
was {oon pur to flee into 2/£9ypr with his Mother ;-tv ic is here ich the 
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Church and her ſeed, they flee into the Wilderneſs. 4. The forefaid 
Author affirmeth, that the time of Ch1ifts Leing 4n eZgypr was three years 
and an half, which (in che miſtery) is the time of the Chnrch her Wil- 
derne's condition : For Chriſt (as my Author afhirmeth ) was born in the 
thirtieth year of H:rods Reign, but he fied not preſently, but was firſt cir- 
cumcited and is Mother purified, afrer which allo Herod fought to de- 
ſtroy the young Children in and about Berhlehem : This took up tome part 
of Herods thirty firit year,and Chriſt returned out of «Agpy: immediately 
after Hereds death, who reigned thirty four years. ' 5. As Herod vented 
his malice upon the Bethlehemmitiſh Infants afcer the flight of Chrilt ; lo 
doth the Devil here vent his malice upon the Church her ſeed after her de- 
liverance and flight. 6. As Chrift was ſtill preterved till he had finiſhed 
the work committed to him, notwithſtanding all the oppoſition he met 
with, but after that he ſuffered and was lain z even fo it happeneth to the 
leed of the Charch. Thus you fee how the ufterings of Chriſt myſtical 
under _ Pagan, do in many things antwer to the ſufferings of Chriſt 

erlonal. 

s Secondly , Let us conſider the other part of the ſufferings of Chriſt 
Myſtical under Rome Antichriſtian, and we ſhall fee their conformity to 
the ſufferings of Chriſt Perlonal, eſpecially in and about his death. 

* Rev. 111 Itis laid (you know) * that rhe dead Bodies of the Witneſſes ſhall lye i; 

8, the Street of the great City, which ts ſpiritually called Sodom and Egypt, 
where alſo our Lord was crucified. Which laſt words are added, not only 
to dilcover under what power the Witneſſes ſhould be ſlain, viz. that of 
Rome, ſpiritwally called Sodom and Fgypt; butallo to ſhew us the con- 
formity thar ſhould be berween the ſlaughter of Chriſt and his Wirnelſles, 
Aud yet we mult not expect a complete analogy and proportion between 
them, for in ſome Circumitances they differ, but in ſeveral material ones 
they do agree. 

1. Chriſt preacheth forty two Months, literally taken ; the witneſſes 

* Numb. propheſie as long, taking forty two months * prophetically and myſti- 

14-34 . cally. 

Cas s Chriſt is ſlain when he had finiſhed his Teſtimony, and could not by 
any means be ſlain before; fo it is with the Witneſſes, Rev. 11.7. 

* Rey, 11, 3+ Chrilt is ſlain by the * Gerrzles, grammatically and properly fo ta> 

8. with ken ; and the Witneſles are ſlain by the # Gentiles , Ve riCPRo 

Luk.18-32 taken. 

4. Chriſt aroſe after three days, figuratively taken, 5. e. part being 
put for the whole : His Witneſles ariſe after three days and an half, pro- 
phetically taken, 7z. e. three years and an half. 

+ Mat. 27. , . 5: Chriſt's Sepulchre was guarded to keep him down in his Grave, and 
64. hinder his Reſurrection, * which his enemies could not bear the ___ 
of ; 
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of : In like manner the enemies of the Witneſſes endeavour to keen them 
down by power, and {o to bury them (but that they are hindered) that 
they might never rile again. 

6. When Chriſt was crucified, prefently beginneth the Few; Paſſeover, 
where his Enemies rejoyced together and made merry, becauis Chriſt, 
who had tormented them was cracified : # Even thus deal the Enemies of * Rev: or, 
the Witneſſes when they are flain, am 

7. Chriſt arole notwithſtanding the Soldiers who guarded his Sepul- 
chre, and when he aro!e they were wofully skared ar the ſight of hun : 

* Even (o it is at the Reſurrection of his Witnelles. * Rev. Its 

8. When Chriſt arole there was a great Earthquake, properly io cal- ** 

[2d : So, not long after the Reſurrection of the Witneſſes, there is * a * Rev. t1. 
grear Earthquake, myſticaliy and metaphorically to called. 13» 

This Analogy thus premiled, I ſhall exprets to you what the Scripture 
faich concerning the ſlaughter of che Witneſſes, chat you may make your 
Collections from it as the Lord ſhall help you. —- ; 

1, The* Text feemeth to hold forth ſuch a ſlaughter of the Witneſſes, * Rev. : «, 

as is partly civil and partly ſpiritual : For were the ſlaughter literal and $.9- 
proper, the enemies of the \irnefſes would not have endured their dead 
Bodies to have lyen fo long unburied in the Street, becauſe of the noifom- 
neſs thereof; nor would Kindreds, and Tongues, and Nations have hin- 
dered their burial, from the Principle of mere Humanity. And therefore 
this their death muſt be of another kind, and that is partly civil, the Wirt- 
neſſes being deprived of their liberty and free exerciſe of their Religion 
by humane Laws and Conſtitutions; whereupon their deach becomes al- 
ſo partly*ſpiritual, in that their Spirits faint and fail ſo far, that they are 
bereft of ſpiritual Life and Courage ; the ſpirit of Life is greatly with- 
drawn from them, and they are poſſeſſed with great fear and faintne(s. 
Aud that this is the manner of their death , appeareth,ein chat upon their 
Reſurrection it 1s (aid, that the ſpirit of life from God entred into them , 
which clearly fignifieth, that during their ſlaughter, they were deprived 
of fpiritual life and aCtivity. You tee then what kind of death this of the 
Witneſſes is, partly c:vil and partly ſpiritual, c5241 as to the outward 
means, ſlaying, /þ:r:rual as tothe inward man, lain. 

And if it be thus, then we are not to account the greac laughter of the 

Saints in other Countries, viz. Germany, Holland, Frame, Piedmont, 
England in thoſe Marian days, to be this flaughter of the \Witneſles, be- 
cauſe tho!e flaughters were properly tuch in a literal lence, and the Saints 
{o ſlain were buried in a proper lence. 


2. The Texttelleth us, * that the Witnelles muſt finiſh (or be in fi- * gy, 1+, 
B 2 niſhing) », 
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niſhing) their Teſtimony, before they can be ſlain ; that is, they maſt 
be finithing ic, 1. As to the time or period of their propheſyrg, viz. at 
the end of 1260 vears, a day b-ing put for a year. 2. Asto the matter 
of their Teitimony, or the thing to be witneſſed by chem. And therefore 
buotuthe Epoch and rife of their Prophelying where you will, you fail 
21 the commencement thereof, 1f the 1260 years do not derermine and 
conclude in the finiſhing of the matter of the Teſtimony, which is to be 
uiitted upon as much as the period and concluſion of it. And: from hence 
2cain I gather, that all your former {laughters in other Countries, cannot 
vb= that mentioned here, Rev. 11. 7. becaule the Teſtimony of Feſzzs was 
207 materially finiſhed in any of chem, no nor in finithing, 

\\ hen therefore is this Teſtimony finiſhed, as to the matter of it ? 

\\'hen the whole Office of Chriits Mediatorſhip is teſtified unto ; that 
ts, not only his Prophetical and Prieſtly, but alto his Kingly Office. \Vhen 
Antichriſt wrought, as it were under ground, during the founding of the 
four firſt Trumpets, he oppo!cd te Perion of Chriit by thole ancient blal- 
pPhemous Herefies of the Arrians, Neftorians, Emntichyans, Macedonians, 
Cc. Bur ſince the founding of the firſt Wo-Trumpet, he hath more eſpe- 
cially oppotled his Mediatorſhip, which the Winefles have till aflerred 
to this day. And this Teſtimony of theirs mutt be compiete, and con- 


t Tim. formable allo to that of Chriſt himtelf, who finiſhed his Teſtimony * when 


/ 


he witneſſed a good Confeſlion before Ponrirs Pilate : And whar was that 
Confeſſion ? You may lee in Fob. 18. 33---38. where he afferieth and 
avoucheth his Spiritual Kingdom before the Rozan Governor, and there- 
in he finiſhed his Teſtimony ; for he was put to death upon that very ac- 
count, as 'appeareth hereby ; in that when Pate faid unto the Fews, 
* 7 the ye him and erucific him, for I find no fault in him : Say the 7ews, 
We have a law, and by our Law he enght to die, becauſe he made hinijelf the 
S972 of God. I fay, this did not move Pate ar all, but rather affright 
him from medling with Chriſt, and cauſe him to attempt his releale; for 
Chrit muſt not die upon the confethon only of his Pezſor, that he was the 
£0n of God. 

When the 7ews therefore perceived that this would not prevail with 
7;14te, they cryed our, taying : If then ler this man gogthou art not Caxlars 
Fricad , whoſoever inaketn himſelf a King, ſpeaketh againſt Cz'ar. Ay, 
now P17 18 pat hard to it, and fits down again upon his Judgment-Sear, 
and {aich to the-Fews, Behold your King : Bur they cried out , Amway with 
bm, away with him, Crucific him : Pilate faith unto them, Shall T crucifie 
vor King ? The Chicf Pricits anſwered, We t2ve no King but Calar. Then 
Pilate dclivorrd bim to be Critcifice, The Fews were weary enough, as 
we know, of the Roman Yoke, and had no cordial zeal for Ceſar, fave 
only when ke comes iato competition wich Chriſt, who muit aye upon 
the 
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the point of his Kingly Power and Government , where his Teſtimony 
was finiſhed. And upon the fame Confeſſion, muſt the Teſtimony of his 
Witneſſes be completed. And hence, again, I conclude, thar all the for- 
mer ſlaughters in other Countries, camort be (upon this very account) the 
laughter of the VV itnefſſepoken of, Rev. 11. 7---becau'e thote that luf- 
fered, dyed not upon this Confeſſion. 


. When the Witneſſes are ſlain, it is the act of the Beaſt, as the ſame 

Text rells us : which word Beaft, as applyed to Antichriſt , you ſhall 
ſometimes find mentioned in the Revelations, * as diltinct from the two- * Rev. 13. 
horned Lamb that {peaks like a Dragon ; + ſometimes vou will find the 1, 4, wim 
Beaſt di{tinguithed from the Woman thar firs upon him ; * anocher time !*: 
you will find him diltingniſhed from the falſe Prophet. And when von £ 
tind ic thus, then by the Bez/# we are to underſtand the {ecular power of « gee. 15. 
Antichriſt ; and by the two horned Lamb, the Woman , and the falte 13. & 15. 
Prophet, we are to underitand his Eccleſiaſtical. But when we find the © 

word Beaſt mentioned alone, as it 15 in the ſlaughter of the Witnelles, 

then it holds forth his complex Power , both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, 

This being {o, you here find this complicared Power of che Beaſt in the 
laughter of the Wineties, who mutt be {lain by both theſe Powers. And 

though the Ecclellaſtical 1s included in the word Beaſt , when it ſtands 

alone ; yet the Secular Power hath the preheminence therein : For it may 

to fall out, that when the Witneſles are to be ſlain, there may-not be lo 

much power in the High Prieſt and his Followers, as to do it of them - 

{elves ; their former Power , perhaps, may be diminiſhed , inſomuch 

that they mui crave the help of the {ecular Officers to perform this work 

for them, like as the chief Priett andElders did of P:/ate;and this civil pow- 

er muſt exert it ſelf, and make Laws and Decrees for the ſlaughter of the 
Witneſſes. {t is therefore the Civil or Secular Power (implyed here more 
immediately in the Bec2ſt) that muſt conmit this faupghter. True, the 

earneſt Votes, fervent Afﬀections, and*utmoſt Endeavours of rhe two 

horned Lamb, the fcarler Whore, and falte Propher, will be found ti: 

this Slaughter, as the Eccleſiafttical Power was acceilary ro the killing of 

Chriſt Perſonal; but as it was Piarc's Secular Power that truck the crcoc 

froke; fo muſt the Secular Power be efpecially the Initrument in the 
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death of the Witnefles. 


« 4. There muit be a * particular, eminent and ſignal VVar waged with + g,y rr, 
the W imneites by the Beaſt, when they are to be fan. _ 
For there is a clear diitinction berweeu the Feaſt; war with the Saints, 
nd his war with the Witneſſes when they are to be overcowe and killed 
by him. As for ts war with the Saints, it commenced with the begin- 
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ning of his Reign, as is apparent, wy 3. 4---3, And this war runneth 
through the whole Reign of the Beaſixinto the very time that the Witnel- 
ſes have fiaiſhed their Teſtimony ; afcer which there * beginneth a diſtin&t 


particular war with them ; otherwile w- is it laid, That when they have 


finiſhed their Teſtumony, the Beaſt that aſcendeth out of the botromleſs pit, 


ſhalt make war with them, overcome them, and kill them ? For ic may be 
laid, the Beaſt bath been at war with the Saints ever ſince he fir(t arole, 
True z but this laſt war of his with the Witneſſes, is more particular, 
emivent and ſignal, as directed elpecially againſt them, and not generaily 
againſt all the Saints , as his former wars were, by which he roſe till 
higher and higher, whereas afcer this particulas and laſt war of his with 
the Witnefſes, he deſcendeth, and falls ſtill lower and lower, whereof I 


* Rev. 13-ſhall ſpeak more hereatter. By his firſt wars * he got power over Kin- 


dreds, Tongues, and Nations; whereas when he hath lain che Witne£ 
les, the Kindreds , and Tongues, and Nations ſhall diſlike his doings, 
and hinder his attempts to bury them. 

[t being thus, hence it will foliow, that in this laſt war , the Miniſters 


* Rev. 11-0f the Goipel, and the Churches ( * who are PR the Witneſles) 


mult be the {pecial object of the Beaſts oppoſition. As for the reſt of the 
Saints, they ſhall eſcape this civil ſlaughter, that is, they ſhall fare ber- 
ter, the enemy ſhall not fight with ſmall nor great, fave only with the 
Witneftes; 1 mean, the hear of the Battel ſhall fall eipecially upon them, 
they ſhall be tadly handled, others ſhall not be to ftricily looked after, 
the weapous of the Advertary, viz. his Edits, Mulcts, Fines, Coun- 
lels, Menaces,, Searchings, Apprehenſions, Reſtraints, Confinements, 
Impoveriſtments, Baniſhments, &c. are principally directed againit 
them ; they ſhall be ſought after and carried away, when others ſhall bet- 
rer elcape. So that this war (you fee) isdiſtinCt from that general long 
laſting war againſt the Saints ſpoken of in the thirteenth Chapter. 

But are not all the people of God Witnellcs, eſpecially when they pro- 
fels and practile againſt the Beaf ? 

Yes, inalarge tence, bur not in the ſtrict meaning of the word in this 
eleventh Chapter. And among all the Saints, the Martyrs of Feſ:#s may 
beſt be called Witneiles, for 1o the word fignifieth ; but the Witnefles 


tar we have here to do with, are (as I humbly conceive from the Text) 
Mimniſters and Churches of Chriſt. 


5. The Witneſſes muſt be ſlain, * not in the ftreers, but Zreer of that 
great City; that is, not in all places under the power and dominion of the 
Beaſt, but in fome one particular Province or Nation , which hath not 
(at leaſt fully) caſt off and renounced his Intereſt. 

It muſt be tuch a Nation in which Jetus Chriſt doth not Reign viſibly, 


but 
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but the Government thereof is ſubſervient to the Beaſt, at leaſt as to the 
end and iflue of the work, if not alſo as to the intention and {cope of the 
workers. And yet it is not totally immers*d in Popery, becaute there is 


a plentiful Teſtimony therein given againſt it, el/e how ſhould the Wit- 
neſles be ſlain therein ? | 


Bur what Srrect may this be ? Qik, 

I will not define particularly ; only it is fome remarkable Streer , be- 41þw. 

cauſe there is * an Article, in the Original, prefixed ro it, as much as to+ 1; _- 
ſay, that Street. And when this Street is afterward mentioned under the yuan 
notion of the tenth part of the City, both the tenth part and the Ciry have au75y 53? 
this Ariicle of Eminency fer before them : 7 J13ny ms mans 3 Ver, 13,775 TA& 
Now it is eminent either in relation to the Witneſſes that have formerly 74% 
lived in it, and eſpecially that live in it immediately before the Slaughter ; 
i.e. It muſt be a Nation eminent for irs Teſtimony againſt the Beaſt, and 
for irs Teſtimony for Jeſus Chriſt and his Kingly Power in and over the 
Churches, . which is the ſpecial matter of cheir Teſtimony for which they 
are ſlain; or elle it is eminent, as belonging to the Beaſt ina ſpecial man- 
ner. And in both thele reſpects (as faith a worthy and learned Writer ) 
this Street is no other but Germany : Bur I do rather fix upon the firſt of 
theſe re{pects, becaule that Teſtimony is the point upon which the Wit- 
nelles are ſlain, and no other eminency can be found in the Text ; though 
peradventure.,there may be fome other Countrey beſides Germany, which 
hath been very emiaent for its relation to the Beaſt, and which hath af- 
forded him no tmali revenue and tupport. 

Ic therefore concerneth us to conſider, what Countrey and Nation hath 
been moſt eminent for its Teſtimony for Je!us Chriſt and his complete 
Mediatorſhip : For mm Germany hath been famous for irs Witneſſes, 
in their generations, yet the eminency of the Witneſtes muſt lye, not in 
the number of them that give the Teſtimony, but elpecially in the clear- 
nels and completenels of the Teſttmony given; Itay, The Srreer muſt 
excell in that reſpect, which will not be found in Germany, bur rather in 
ſome other Country , in which the Kingly Power of Chriſt ia and over 
his Churches, hath been teſtifyed both by Doctrine and Practice; and 
if you can find out that, you have found the Srrezr. And, peradventure, 
when you have found it, you may find alſo that ſuch a Srrect may better 
brook the Prophetical and Prieftly Offices of Chrift , than his Kingly 
Power and Government : I ay, better, _— you may not find a full 
and cordial approbation of either ; but as touching the Kingly Office of 
Chriſt, that will in no wile be admitted, bur pertinaciouſly rejected, up- 
on this apprehenſion, thar Chriſt aud Ceſar cannot conſiſt, # though Chriſt * Joh. 18. 
bath ſaid the contrary ; but the pride of man will nor endure ir. 3%. 

You fee, partly, what a Streer it muſt be in which the Wicnefſes muſt 


be 
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be ſlain. And by this you may further fee (by the way) what it is in 
Reformations, notto mgke through work : For luch a Street (I conceive) 
it wiil be, that is not diicharged from {ubiection to the Beaff, but is ſub- 
{ervient to his intere:t, though ir may not be profe!iedly cordial to him. 
Pur whart then is ir, you will iay , not ro go through ſtitch with Reforma- 
tion ? Ir greatly oratitieth the Devil. who, when he teeth that there is 
ſtill a remnaur of Idolatry and Superitiction unpurged, pretently he makes 
uſe of that for the continuance of thar pertecurionwhich before was ground- 
ed upon other Cau es, which are now removed by a partial Reformation, 
For {uch a perſecution mult neceilarily be in ſuch a Nation, or el!e how 
could the \Witnelles be lain there ? So dangerous and dreadful a thins it 
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.t:ah; * for he cauicd the peopie to vrewr, tme Ailtars and 1ates of Baal 
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Bat (to return) the Witneſſes vou fee muit be lain, nor 1a the Srreers, 
but Street, 7. ec. in fome one remarkable Country uuder the power of the 
Beaſt, and which hath not catt off his Government, though yet there muſt 
be lo much of Proteſtancy, and Teſtimony againlt Papal Uturpations and 
Impoſitions, and for the Kingly Power of Chriſt in and over his Charches, 
as will be a fit obje<t for Periecution even unto the ilaughter of the Wit- 
neſfles. 

I know there are fuch as like not to have this Naughrer {© narrowly con- 
fined, whereas the Text 15 exprets for iome parcicular Street ; And there 
leemeth to me to be rea!on for it, why ir ſhould be thus limited, 1. Be- 
cauſe if the Nlanghter ſhould be in ail the Srrcers of the great City, z. e. in 
all the Countrics under the poryer of the Beaſt, there would be a very 


large Teſtimony, and the Wicnefles would be numerous, who (in re- 


{pect of their paucity) * are here taid ro be two. For the Teſtimony 
muſt be but little and narrow when the Witnelles are ſlain, as it was never 
very large before. 2. If they were to be ſlain in all Countries where the 
Beaſt hath to do, where ſhould we find thoſe Kindreds, Tonrnes, and Na- 
tions, that muſt hinder their Burial ? For as concerning thee hinderers, 
they {eem to be a middle tort of people, ſuch as neither lite the laughter 
of the Witneſſes, nor yet are full for the Teſtimony of the ſlain ; bur are 
of a mungrel kind, and ſtirr*d up by a worldly incereit to hinder che Bu- 
rial of the |//zrneſſes. 

They aim not herein at Reformation, nor at the exal:ing of the King- 
ly Government of Chrift in the Churches, according to the rule of the 
everlaſting Golpel, but are wholty iwayed herein by Principles of State. 
Now I tay, if the Witneſies were to be ſlain in all places under the Beaſts 
Dominion, where ſhould we find out fo many Kindreds, Tongues, and 
Nations, to and lo qualified, as might ſuthce ro hinder the Buryal of the 


imme. ac 2 . 
Wineſizs Again, 


.| 
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Again 3 That it is not to be a general ſlaughter in all Countries, but 
only in fome one particular, here called the Street, I ſhail demonſtrate by 
a further Argument. 
In order hereunto, we muſt know, that this S:reer is that which in Rev. 
11.13. is called the renth part of the City; for that Ver'e is coupled with 
the precedent, as belonging to the lame Story of the Death, Re'urreCti- « j;, 4-2, 
on, and Aſcenſion of the Witneſſes, and as # P:{cator obterveih, there y;y;nz 4, 
is expretled init, th- revenge of God upon the enremes of the }i/1tnefſes, and teſti inj- 
I cantot ee how 1t ſhould be ocherwt.e underitood. Hence then I thus #4 Pic. 
argue : in Rev.It. 
ti/here the revenre of God ts inflited for the ſlaying of the Witneſſes, there "M 
(and there enly) are the Witneſſes ſlam. 
Brut the revenge of God ts inflitted only upon the temth part of the City for 
the (iayms of the Witn'ſes , therefore in that tenth part only are they ſiain, 
For the God of Rerenges, in the execution of Judgment for 'uch and 
ſuch ſins, doth not cxceed the limirs of the Place and Pertons offending 
he will not punith tlie Innocent for the fins of the Delinquent, nor one 
Place for the iniquity of another. And yet I camot but tay, that the 
whole Ciry 1s vertutiy guiley of this ſlaughter, as b\-ing nor only guilry of 
the iixe, but alio a5 apyroving of this. Bur God hath * anncher guels « oy, 15, 
Earthquake in ſtore for the whole City, (-. e. the whole Papal Domimon) 18. 
which ſha dettroy it all rotaily and for ever. This Earthquake (Rev, 
11. 13.) reach=ih only the temHh part. 
I might furtaer enlarge upon this point (which is of great moment as to 
th. purpo'e in hand ) by pa ing through the 'everal Srreers of the great 
Cir, and rationaily confidering which of them is moſt likely to commir 
this Marcyricide , as I may call ir; eipecially weighing withal what the 
Teſtimony muſt be upon which the }I :rmeffes mult be lain, viz. Such as 
aſjerteth and exalreth the Kingly Power of Chrilt in his Churches, as you 
teard bur now in the tecond particular, 


Now this being granted, that the H/irneſſes mnt bs Main in ſome one 
particular aud eminent Street, and not in all the whole Dition and Domi- 
nion of the B-aft 3 it wiil follow , that the former flauphrers which have 
been commirted in many Countries, and near abvur the fame time, are 
nor tne Cauphters that we are here enquiring wto. For [ have read of 
ma'ry hundied of thou/ands {lain in ſeveral Coumries for the Teltimony of 

e'us, abour ihe year 1540. and afterward for :vme years; buc1, They 
were ſlain in a proper ſence. 2. Not upon the point of the Kinoly Power 
of Chriſt ; and therefore che Teſtimony was not fniſhed when they were 
ain. 3. Their dead Bodies were buried, nor did any hinder it. 4. They 
have lyen dead above an hundred years, and are not like io riie again till 
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the ReſurreQtion at Chriſts coming ; whereas, if the death of the Witnef- 
ſes is proper, 1o mult alſo their Returrection be, 


6. When the Wirneſſes are ſlain, they muſt be looked upon by their 
enemies, as it were naturally dead, fo dead in law, as if they were alio 
dead in body. This may be gathered from Rev. 11. 8,9, 10. For the 
Kindreds, Tongues, and Nations, could not {o look upon them, if their 
enemies did not fo behold them; nor could their dead Bodies lye 
dead in the Street , and their enemies there living not look upon them ; 
nor would the dwellers upon earth rejoyce and make merry at their death, 
did they not account them to dead, as that they would never rife again ; 
for did they but fear their Relurrection, it would marr their mirth, as 
the Hand. Writing on the Wall did Belſhazzar*s z becauſ- if the Witneſſes 
did torment them before they were ſlain, O how would they excruciate 
them to the very death, ſhould they but rite again! And hence it is, that 
their enemies will not be contented with the death of the Witneſſes, ex- 
cept alſo they be buried, and therefore they attempr their interment, bur 
that they are therein hindred : {ſo that this attempt to bury them is nor our 
of any love to them, but merely out of hatred , fearing leſt they ſhould 
riſe from the dead; for they will never think them dead enough. To this 
end, they will make one Law after another, and throw upon the ſlain 
Witneſſes one Edict after another, as they do upon dead Bodies when 
they throw one ſhovel-full of earth after another, ſaying, Earth to Earth, 
Apſbes to Aſhes, &c. only not in ſure and certain hope of the Reſurreftion of 
the Witneſſes ro life again. And this multiplying of Laws upon them, is 
(interpretatively) their attempt to bury them. 


7. There ſhall beno humane help, nor Arm of Fleſh imployed in their 
RelurreCtion, this ſhall be wrought only by the Spirit of Life from God 
entring into them : Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, ſaith the 
Lord. If any liberty ſhould be procured by force (which ought nor to 
be) ir will not proſper, nor will any attempts chat way. The Reſurrecti- 
on of the Witneſſes ſhall be like a Reſurrection, wrought only by the om- 
nipotent hand of Heaven, even by him in whole power alone it is to raiſe 
the dead, and to call things that are not as though they were. It is true 
indeed, when the Earthquake cometh, which followeth toon after the 
Afcenſion of the Witneſſes, there will be great Concuſſions in that Coun- 
try, whatever it is, where the I/:rneſſes muſt be ſlain; but who ſhall be 
the Authors of them and Actors in them, I do not know ; bur as for the 
Reſurrection ic ſelf, it ſhall be effected immediately by the Spiric of Life 
from God, who will certainly blaſt all humane attempts by Contpiracies 
and Inſurrections in. order (or rather diſorder) tothe Reſurrection of he 
Witneſſes. Men 
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Men were as good go about the raiſing of the dead out of their Graves, 
as to raiſe the lain Witnefles by humane endeavours. When the Iirae- 
litres were &en upon the point of their Reſurreftion out of Egype (which 
was not complete till they aro!e our of the Red Sea; Ex. 15. compared 
with Rev. 15-2, 3.) what faith Moſes to them ? * Fear not, ſtand ſtill* Exod. 
and ſce the ſalvation of God----The Lord ſhall fight for you, and ye (hall bold 14. 13,14+ 
your peace. An yerthe Iſraelites at that time were + harneſſed , mar-, p,,q. 
ſhalled, and prepared with Arms; and they uſed them not long after this 13. 18. 
their Reſurrection * againſt the Amalekztes at Rephidim ; but at their Re-* Exod. 
lurrection there muſt not be a Sword drawn, nor a ſtroke ſtruck ; but as 77+ 9:13 
Yahaxiel 1aid to Fehoſaphat and the men of Zudah, * Ye ſhall not need to* 2 Chr. 
fioht in this Battel, ſet your ſelves, ſtand ye ſtill and ſee the ſalvation of the 20+ 17. 
Lord with you. Thus (ſhould I live to the Time, and in the Street of the 
Reſurrection of the Witneſſes) would I ſay, and as Moſes allo ſaid to the 
Ifraclites (who would needs go up uncalled, and fight againſt the Canaa- 
nites,) * Wherefore now do ye tranſgreſs the Commandment of the Lord ? But * Numb. 
it ſhall not proſper , Go not up, for the Lord is not among you, that ye be not 14+ 41+ 
ſmitten before your enemies : Yerthey would preſume and go up, but the 
Amalekites and Canaanites {mote them and dilcomfited them even unto 
Hormah. * When _ had a call to fight againſt the Amalekites, they * gx, 17. 
conquered them ; but when they will fight with chem uncalled, they are 
ſmitren by them. 


Ly 
_— 


Queſt. 1I. 


VVhat if we ſhould ſee ſuch a Slaughter, as ſymbolizeth much 
with that here, ver. 7, $, &c. And yet when the three 
years and half are ended , there appeareth little or nothing 


in view, agreeable to ſuch a Reſurreftion as the Text here 
holdeth forth, ver. 11, 12? 


Anfſw. 


H Ere lyeth the difficulty, that (as 1 faid in anſwer to the former Que- 
ſtion the laſt rime) [ dare not be poſicive in determining whether 
the Witneſſes are ſlain or not; only I laid before you what the Scripture 

C 2 faich 
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faith concerning their laughter, and left it to you to conſider : And the 


lame courte I ſhall cake at pre!ent in antwer to this Queſtion. 


But before I come to the Anſwer, I ſhall prenn'e a Poſition or two. 

1. That there muſt not only be a Re'uriection of the ſlain Witneſles, 
bur ſuch a Re/urreCtion a!'o as is here de:.cribed, for the Scripture cannot 
be broken. It is not enough that there is a1 an{werablenets of things in 
the death of the Witnelles, to prove their Slaughter 3 but there muit be 
the like in their Re; urreCtion al.'0, or we can conclud< nothing. Every 
Slaughter hath not been rhe 5: :24g4t:4, and '0 every Refturreciion is not 
that Reſurrctlion ;; And to hold forth that v hich is like the deat! of the 
Witneſſes; but to fail in the Returrection, wil not amount to fatis- 
faction. 

2, This Reſurr: tion of the Witkhelfes muſt be homogeneal, and of the 
fame kind witty the Slauphrer , '. 1. It the ſlaughter be parily civil and 
partly ſpiritual. {o mu!t at.o ihe Re urr<Ction be, and not proper and li- 
teral ; for thote Bodies can never ri;z from a natural death, which were 
never d-prived of their natural lives. Taete Puitions premi.ed, I pro- 
cced to the Antwer. 


1. Negatively, I al! not anſwer as ome have done, who fay, that 
after three days ai) 1 hat the vi amets fhall arite, bur how Loon ater 
ic iSnot iaid. « (av, | +14 not eniwer this, for this were porcre Rc fure 
reli one, nah iti, Oe 0; M4 «+17 14:0 ft 'F< Neſurretticn, Withont M1 J A 
termination of time; and .o to what ; urpo'e would the Text i: hand torve? 
Or what comfort thould ve have from it more than this, that the: @ (Hall 
come a time when the wiimeles hall arife ? For as Martha iaid to Chrit, 
of her dead Brother C22 «7's, 1 rw that he ſhall ariſe aramm 1 1he Reſurs 
reFion «t the laſt day; all ior dube was, whether Chri't 5/0uld raile king 
then, Febn 11. 24. Evrn io 101 we tay of the flain Winetie-, if their 
ReturreCtion here had it buen mentioned at all, Ie kao rat they {al 
riſe anair.: Yea, but v hon hall they arte? After three days and a': half, 
faith the Text; rare fore te rime ts determined, For in th-te words 
there is the Zp cu, ie Q:1-18al or beginning of time from whence the 
Re urre&ion duth: commerce and procecd, 7. c precently after the expi- 
ration of the {aid {tr 4 of their death, For the time of their Witnelſing 


had, 1. its Epurr:, il cugh ir tedark and diincult to di:cover it. 2. Its 
Contivuaice, t-- . / 26C e924. nilike manner the time of their Jaugh- 
ter hath. 1. 57 144 25d Fegh: nrig,, aud rm from whence to reckon z 
and 2. lis © >: onLONCe, 2 three years and an half : Aud 
ſrall nor then we 7 C101 al 0 hive a cerrain fized begining ? © od 
iS VETy Putt at 41 11-41. a5 3O bs Les and ieaions, though our dark- 


neſs 
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nels knows not how to diſcern it, as you may fee, Exod. 12. 40, 41, 42+ 
Ir came to pals at the end of the 439 years, even the {elf fame day it came 
to pals, that all the hoſts of the Lord went our from the Land of Egype - 
It is a night ro be much obſerved, Cc. it is doubled and trebled to thew 
us Gods exaCtnels in keeping time. 


2. I ſhall not anſwer according to that Notion of ſume others concern. 
ing three years and half, z. c. three years (tay they) and half three years? 
for the words in the Original are che.e, wn ms Te-is nutous vob umn i, 6 
lay they, after three d:vs «nd half, leaving out the word az; fo that they 
reckon the time to be three years and halt three years, z. e. fonr years and 
an half. Bur this au'wer wii not hold : For, 1. There are three notable 
Numbers in the Xevelarrozs, relating to the {ufterings of the Church, viz. 
12<0 days, and 42 months; and time, times, and half a time, z. e. three 
years and an half: For !o many days are ſo many months, and fo many 
months are 'o many years, a day being put for a yer; ſo that there is 
a ſingular anſwerablene's in thee numbers, and therefore if we extend 
the three days and an half (7. -. three years and an half) to four years and 
an half,we break the proportion and corre:pondence that is between theſe 
three numbers. 2. How will this notion hold, if at the end of four years 
and a1 half, there ihould be no more ſhew of a Relurretion, than there 
was ar the end of three years and an half ? I come therefore to an Afﬀirma- 
tive Anwer. 


Firſt, Thore are 'everal Refurrections mentioned in the Scriptures. 
1, The tc urr-ction of the Soul from the death of Sin to che life of 
Grace, Fi. 5. 25. "Epi. 2. Is 
2, Tie Re urr-ction of the Body at the coming of Chrift, 1 Thef. 4. 
16, Aud ite e two Returrections are i inſtanti, or ina very ſhort and 
quick rime, as it is aid of that great change, 1 Cor.15. 52. In th twink- 
lins of 4: oye. 
3. There is the Re\urrection of the Fews at their Converſion, "for ſo it 
is calied, Ez:k.37.12 13,14. Rom.l1.15. 
4. The Reſurrection of rhe Witneſſes in my Text. And the'e two 
lait are not {0 'peedy as the rwo former, but have their gradual Proceis 
and :everal ucceedivg ſteps. For, as touching that of the Calling or Re- 
ſurr: Cti.-1 of ihe Zews, 1. There is a noiſe. 2. A ſhaking. 3. A com: Ezek. 37. 
ng twycther of Bone ro Bone, 4. Sinews and Fleſh coming upon them, 7-11» 
ad +4 covering them. 5. The breath of Life coming tnto them. 


6. Th-ir 414i uno their feet as an exceeding great Army. So for the 
railing of the \\ wintide's ; 1, The Spirit of Life from God entreth into 
tom. 2, Toy itaud von their feet. 3. They hear a great voice from 


Heaven, laying, 01144 HP HHbUers JC 
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Secondly, I anſwer, that the RefurrcCtion of the Witneſſes ſeems to an- 
{wer ro the coming of the Children of //-ac/ our of Fgypr, for ipiritual Ba- 
bylen is called ſpiritual Fo pt, ve; . 8. WV hich Deliverance was a kind of 
RelurreCtion, as appears from the re:emblance there made to Abraham in 
a viſion, Gen. 15. 9, 10, 11. Nowthe Children of 1/7acl aroſe out of their 
bondage by degrees, for their Reiurrection was not complete till they 
roſe out of the Red $S-a, and ſang the torg of Moſes, Ex. 15. For till 
then they were not quite free from the 7» yprrans. oy made feveral 
ſteps out of E-ypr to the other ſide of the Ked Sea, viz. from Rameſes to 
Succoth, from Sccoth to Ertham, from Etham to Pihakireth, from Ptha- 
hiroth to the rd Sea, Numb. 33. 5---9. And therefore that remarkable 
day ſpoken of, Exod. 12. 40, 41,42. is not to be underſtood of 1/racls 


complete Relurrection, but that day was remarkable for the beginning 
of it. 


3ly. There is a great Analogy between literal and ſpiritual Babyler, and 
the coming of Gods people out of that, and of the riſing of the Witneſſes 
and their deliverance from this. Now the people of God aroſe gradually 
out of literal Babylon. For 1. When the ſeventy years of their captivity 


Jer.25.10. were fulfilled, the Text tells us, that they mult call upon the Lord, and 


oe. ] bb 


g0 and pray to him and ſeek him, and tearch for him with all their hearts, 
and then he would be found of them ; then they ſhould do it, 5. e. at the 
end of the 70 years. This then was their firſt motion in their Reſurre- 
<tion ; they muſt firſt of all riſe upon their knees. 

And Daniel did his part in this Calling, Praying, Seeking, Searching. 
And when did he do it? Inche ſecond year of Darizs the Son of Abaſue- 
rus of the ſeed of the Medes, in which he was made King over the Realm 
of the Chaldeans, Dan. g. 1. 

This then was after the accompliſhment of the 70 years, becauſe the 
Kingdom of the Chaldeans was now at an end. For note what Feremy 
faith, I: ſhall come to paſs when 70 years are accompliſhed, that I will puniſh 
the King of Babylon ; and that Nation, | the Lord, for their imquity, 
© c. Fer. 25. 12. It is apparent therefore that the 70 years were now 
ended, and that the time of the Zews deliverance was come ; and yet (you 
ſee) after that very time did Daniel thus call, pray, ſech,, and ſearch. 
This (I fay) is remarkable, as allo, that after this time it was, that our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt (the Angel of the Covenant) made interceſſion for the 
deliverance of his people, Zach. 1.12. Saith he, O Lord of hoſts, how 
long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerulalem, and on the Cittes of Judah, 
; an which thou baſt had indignation theſe threeſcore and ten years ? God 

erefore ſeemed to delay a while, fome may ay, after the 70 years were 


ended, 
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ended, that our Lord Jeſus faith, How long, when the years were expired. 
Yea, but God did not delay one moment, Ha. 2. 3. for the Jews Relſur- 
rection was now begun, for they were upon their knees, and Chriſt was 
interceding for them and in them. The Spirit of Life from God acted 
this way in them in their firſt motion; their riſiug was ſomewhat like as 
when a man riſeth out of his bed, and falls down upon his knees by his 
Bed-ſide and prayeth. If any man now ſhould enquire and fay, is ſuch a 
man riſen ? it might truly be affirmed that he is ſo, though he be down 
upon his knees at preſent. It was propheſyed of the coming of the Zews 16, 25. 9. 
out of Babylon, that their dew ſhould: be as the dew of the herbs, and 
that the earth ſhould caſt forth her dead: Their Reſurrection out of Ba- 
bylon ſhould be like the Reſurrection of Herbs in Spring, which ariſe out 
of the earth by degrees. 
And allo when they did come out of Babylon, they came not out all at 
once, bur at ſeveral times; ſome of them in the firſt year of King Cyrus, 
upon the Proclamation which he made, Ezz.1. Others in the Reign of 
Artaxerxes, came out with Ezra the Scribe, Ezyr. 7. 1--- Others with Ve. Neh. 2. & 
hemiah, in whole days allo the bondage was not quite ended, Meh. 9.36, e3 <s 
37. So that ir was upon that account alſo a kind of gradual Reſurrection " —_ 
or coming forth. after Ex7 1s 
It is true, there was liberty of returning granted by Proclamation in the coming 
firſt year of King Cyrus, but there fell in certain impediments that hindred forth. Yh. 
both the ſpeedy progrels of their coming forth, and alſo of their carrying 7." _ 
on of Religion when they were come unto Fernſalem, for fear was upon ©' ng 
them, Ezr. 3.3. and much oppoſition they met with for ſome years ; 
for the people of the Land weakned the hands of the people of 7udah, and 
troubled them in building, and hired Councellors againſt them, to fruſtrate ,,_ ,, 
their purpole all the days of Cyrzs King of Perſia, unto the days of Dari = 5th 
the King thereof. They had ſtill very many Adverfaries.. Chaprers. 
For Military Occaſions withdrew Cyrxs, who lefc the Government to 
his Son Cambyſes, who proved an Enemy to the Zews, and to the build- 
ing of the Temple : He did not ſecond his Farhers Proclamation of Liber- 
ty, but rather hid it in the Houſe of the Rolls, inſomuch, that ir was at 
laſt quite forgotten, as you may tee Ezy. 5.13. with 17. and chap.s. 1,2. 
Note therefore what is ſaid, Dan. 10. 1---In the third year of Cyrus King 
of Perſia, a thing was revealed unto Daniel, and the thing nas true, but the 
time appointed was long----In thoſe days i Daniel was mourning three full 
weeks, I ate no pleaſant bread, neither came Fleſh or Wine into my mouth, 
&c. It ſeems he underſtood of the oppolitions which were made by Cam- 
byſes and his Emiſſaries againſt the work of God at Feruſalem, even inthe 
third year of King Oran, who gave the 7ews their liberty in his firlt year. pzr; 4, 
And upon this occahion Daniel humblerh himſelf greatly, and waiterh to 


know 
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know the mind of God, and what he purpoſed to do with his people: 
And our Lord Jefus Chriſt appeared to him, and ſhewed him a great Vi- 
ſion, which aſtonithed him very much, aud made him to fail down upon 
his face, and he was caſt into a deep fIcep, his face being towards che 
Sround. 

And now behold, an Hand touched him which fet him upon his knees, 
and upon the palms of his hands; afterward Chri:t aid unto him, Srazd 
upright, for unts thee am 1 ſent ; and when he had ipoken this word, Da- 
icl ſtood trembling. Chriſt coutd have tet him upright upon his feet ar 
once, but I have lometimes thought whether our Lord Jcſus did not here- 
by ſhew unto Darel, the gradual! manner of the fers Re.urrectiou out 
of Babylon, for 1. They did lye in B. bylon as it were in a deep livep on 
their faces, as 1/4/aþ prophe!ying of their coming out of Captivity, taith, 


Iſa. 25.19» Awake and ſing ye that dnell in the duſt. 2. They ariic bur in a gradual 


manner, v:z. upon their knees (as it were) and the palms of their hands, 
3. They ſtand upright, bur crembliag ; and therefore as it the Lord Jetus 
ſhould bid Danzcl not ro be lo much dejecied, the people of God, for 
whom he was thus folicirous, ſhould itand upright in good time. This 
(1 have thought) is the intendment of Chriit in this Viſion, and of whar 
befcll the Prophet under it; iceing it 1s lilzely that Je'us Chriſt would in- 
ſtruct him by the Viſon and che Effects of ic, concerning chat baline'(s 
which lay moſt upon his Heart. Now co coine to our purpvu'e. 

Even thus the Witneſles are dead afleep inthe duit, 2. The Spirit of 
Life from God entreth into them, and they riie firit on their knees and 
palms of their Hands, and there they ſtick a while, ar l4.c they ſtand up- 
right but trembling, and then they begin ro gather itreagrh by lictle and 
lictle, rill at laſt their encrates begin to itand rrembliug, and are afraid to 
look upon him, as we thail hear, ver. 12. 

Thus the Keturrection here will be gradual, and (which is more) 
not be the buiineis of a few days, though 1a iny Text it is comprehended 
in a very few! words. | 

You know wha: vaſt Hiſtories are contained in the ſecond and feventh 
Chapters of Pa-.tel, and in ocher al:v of his Viſions, which are but ſhort 
and trief in the Redding. And thus it 15 wich very many Hitories i1 the 
Scriptures which are expreſſed with very great brevity. That which the 


2 Thell, 2+ Apoſtle ſpeaketh of Antichriſt , and of what did then hinqer his viſible 


appearance, and what he ſpeaks of his Wickedne!s, Revelation, Con- 
ſumption, Deiruction, containerh many Centuries of years above a 
thoutand, and is the tum of molt that is contained in the Book of the Re- 
welations, from the ſixth Chapter to the End ; In which Book how are 
large Stories contained in a very ſmall compais? Thelarge Hiltory of che 
ten Perlecutions lyeih in a narrow Room in the ſixth Chapter ; the Ty- 
ranny 
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ranny and power of the 77k, and how he hath been a Scourge to the 
Antichriſtian World, Iyeth within the one half of the ninth Chap- 
ter, Cc. 

For it 15 in this Book, as in a ſmall Map of the vaſt World, where- 


—_ 


in very great Countreys are delcribed in as narrow a compat!s as the 
breadth of your hand : And tu the Scale of miles which you tee in the 
boctom of ine Map, the miles feem co be very ſhort, but he that tra- 
velleth chem thai! find them very long. And therefore I conceive we 
are moch mi:taken, when we think that the entring of the Spirit of lifz 
into the \Wunellcs, and their Randing upon their feer, and their alcend- 
ins in a Cloud, are marcers that fail out ſuddenly, and that foilow clote 
0!7& 4p01 the heets of another. The flaying aud rifing of the Witneſſes 
is a great part of thar Story which is contained under the ſixth Trum- 
pet, which tonndeth ſeveral hundreds of years, and yet you fee not 
many things expreſicd daring the time of its tounding, 

Laitly, Thacthe rifing of the Witnelles witl be gradual, is apparent 
by the gr:daal fail of the Beaſt; for they cannor rife faſter than he 
fails, lixe as inrwo Well-buckets, one canuot aicend faſter than the 
otl:er doth deicend. 

Autichriit, you know, hath been long aſcending to his height, and 
his Vertical point is at the time of the ſlaying of the Wirneſles, afrer 
wiich he will riſe no higher, but begin to detcend, yet to as that it 
will not be pretently dilcerned, no more than the declining of the Sun 
is for:1with obſervable after his height in Summer ; there is a Solſtice, 
or a ſtay or ſtand (as it were) of the Sun for a time after the longett 
day, before the decienſion thereof is viſtble : For even thus it is with 
the Kingdom of the Beaſt alter the riſing of the Witneſſes : And when 
thar Kingdom of his doth decline viſibly, it will nor fail ſuddenly, bur 
God will firſt begin with a tenth part thereof, ver/. 13. as a pledge of 
the ruine of the whole Ciry under the ſeventh Trumpet, which will 
ſound pretently upon the back of the fall of the {aid renth part. Bur 
the deicending of the Beaſt to his Center, 7. e. till he be caſt into the 
Lake that burneth with fire and Brimſtone, will rake up many years, 
during which time the Church will {tilt be a'cending. And therefore 
we muit not think that when the Witneiles begin to arile, they will 


 &,4 
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preſently (no nor tn afew years neither) riſe up to their heighth ; for 
they muſt aſcend as Ancichrilt deicendeth, and chat is, cradually. 


And by this we may colle*t, that iris a miſtake in ſuch as think, that 
when the Witneliles begin to ariſe we ſhail have Haicyon dayes, in 
which the Saints ſhall begin to ride as it were in Triamph, and ee {or- 
row no more. For lurely their life from che dead witli not pretently 
become the death of the Beaſt z only, after a while, when he perc<iv- | 
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eh that the Cauſe of Chriſt is in a riſing way, he will be ſorely af- 
frighted, as here verſ. 12. But great troubles will follow this Reſur. 
rection after a ſhort time ; for the tenth part of the City (7. e. of the 
Beaſts Dominion) will not fall eaſily, as the walls of Fericho did, with- 
our ſtriking of a ſtroak ; there will be ſomewhat to do in the execu- 
tion of the Vengeance of Gods Witneſſes, which will ſhake the power 
of the Beaſt fo far, that he ſhall lofe the tithe of his Dominion. There 
will be nothing but woful ſtirs and ſhakings, rill it be come to Arma- 
ccddon. For when the Beaſt perceives himtelf falling, who hath ſtood, 
and that ſtrongly, theſe many hundreds of years, he will rage like the 
Nuiim Angel of the <+aun wo Pit, ſo that Hell it lelf will be moved, and 
as ſe)!ti- break looſe to help him. 
mum iii you know what is ſaid here after the ſounding of the Seventh 
SY Trumpet, The Nations were angry, &C. 
Chriſti Chriſts Kingdom will begin to ſhine forth at the ſounding of the 
marims ſeventh Trumpet, and therefore the ſpecial rage of the Pontifician Na- 
-nomuns- a4 ,:n is reſerved unto that time. And if it be thus under the Seventh 
9a bares: Trumpet which allarums the Beaſt more Sipeclally, how will it be uns 
- / to- der the ſixth Trumper, which is the ſaddeſt of all the Trumpets to the 
tiss Pontifi- Church and People of God ? And what a fearfull Farewell will it have ? 
che 1ati%s For jt will not ceaſe ſounding preſently after the riſing of the Witneſſes, 
+ ſeeing there is an aſcending time to follow, and a yy Earthquake 
Brigle in at the heels thereof, which will make ſad work, and after that, The third 
locim. Woe cometh quickly. Theſe things then will not be done upon a ſudden, 
nor without further tryals to the Church of God. For the Werſhips 
and Superſtitions of Antichriſt are woven ( almoſt ) into every thing 
throughout Chriſtendom, the unravelling whereof will ſhake that part 
of the World where thele things are to twiſted aud interwoven, and 
ſo have been thele hundreds of years. And therefore we muſt take 
heed that we do not judge of the riſing of che Witneſſes by the times 
that ſucceed it, but by that Reſurrection Spirit which ( after a while ) 
will appear in the Witneſles of Chriſt. 

I ſhall conclude with a Conlectary flowing from what hath been 
ſpoken of the gradual riſing, and it will ſerve alſo in way of anſwer to 
the queſtion in hand ; and it is this, viz. That ſeeing there is ſuch a gra- 
dual motion, the firſt beginnings of the Reſurrection will not (in pro- 
bability) be ſo perceivable. How imperceprible were the firſt moti- 

2 Theſ. 2. ons of Antichriit ? The Myſtery of Iniquity (faith Paul) doth work al- 
ready ; and yet how few diſcerned him in the dayes of Conſtantine, which 
was ſome hundreds of years after the Apoſtle thus wrote, and when 
alſo thar which did let his more publick appearing and aCting, was 
quite taken out of the way ? 
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I ſuppoſe, they have been very few who at the opening of the Seals, 
and at the beginning of the founding of every Trumper hitherto, cou'd 
fay, Now ſuch a Seal is opened ; and heark, how ſuch or ſuch a Trum- 
pet doth now begin to ſound. 

Beginnings are many times very ſmall and obſcure, as ic is with 
Rivers which arile from little Fountains, and yet at laſt grow to be 
very deep. Perhaps alſo there may be in ſome an aptnels ro expect 
the accompliſhment of ſuch or ſuch a paſſage in the Revelars ns, in ſuch 
a way as they have fore-fancyed, and then when the fulfilling of them 
is very different from their pre-conceptions, they may be ready to 
queſtion it. In our eager purſuits afcer accompliſhments, ir may hap- 
pen ſometimes that we may leave them behind us, and yet think tha: 
they are before us. A little waiting therefore will ſet our Judgmen:s 
right as to the queſtion in hand, and give you a ſurer Antwer than [ 
ſhall undertake to do. 

One thing more; you have heard how the Death and RefurreCtion 
of the Witneſſes do in many things anſwer tro the Death and Refur- 
rection of Chriſt, though in tome . am again they differ : Burt if their 
Reſurrections correſpond in any thing, I am prone to think ir is in their 
firſt beginnings: Let us conſider this a little, and finiſh the preſeac 
dilcourle. 

1. When Chriſt aroſe it was dark, and for ouzht I know to the 


contrary, it might be near Midnight. When Mary Magdalene came J9 2 


to the Sepulchre, it was yet dark, and Chriit was then riten I know 
not how long before. And when ſhe faw Chriſt afterwards at the Se- 
pulchre, ſhe neither knew him, nor that he was riſen, but miſtook him, 
thinking he had been the Gardiner ; And when ſhe knew him, ſhe wenr 


and told them that had been with him, and found them mourning and yg, 
weeping, who therefore little imagined that Chriſt was riſen. And 1c, 


when theſe heard what ſhe ſaid, they believed ir not; and when the 
two Dilciples told them the fame, they did not believe them ; for as 
yet they knew not the Scripture, that he maſt riſe again from the dead. 
And when he appeared afterward to the Eleven as they fate ar mear, 


he upbraided them with their unbelief and hardnels of heart, becauſe "IP" 


they believed not them that had been with him after he was riten. And ,,, 
ſo roo he upbraided the two Diſciples that went with him to Emmanrez. 
And when he appeared to the Ten, Thomas (who was then abſent from 


them ) would not believe that Chriſt was rilen ; yea, and at his firſt ap» Lux. 24.37 


pearing to them, they thuughr they had ſeen a Spirit, (which is more;) 
when the Dilciples went into Gal:lee into a Mountain where Chriſt ap- 
peared ( which I conceive to be the time ſpoken of by the Apoſtie, 
I Cor. 15. 6.) it is ſaid, They —_ him, but ſome doubtcd, 
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By all chis' you ſee, how ditlicuitly the Reſurrection of Chriſt was 
believed. Even thus it may be when He rifeth in his WitnefTes, whoſe 
returrection doth ( in many things as well as his death ) al/nde to that 
of Chriſt's. 

The Witnefics then (like Chriſt) may be up, and few know it, or 
believe it ; thar, as it is ſaid of rne report of them who brought the firſt 
tidings of Chriſts re/urrection to ts Diiciples, Their words ſeemed to 

Luk-24.11,1,,,, x5 idle talcs, avd they believed them not ; Even lo it may happen 
at the re{urreAion of the WitnelIcs, who do not only atcend, but per- 
haps alto riſe in a cloud, as many times the Sun doth, inlomuch that 
ſome lye a bed till teven or eigat of the Clock in the Spring in a cloudy 
Morning, and think not that the Sun 1s rien, 

Now then, lay all the precedent pailages together, and pray for light 
and help from the Spiric, aud lee whar it doth amount unto. How- 
ever wait for a while longer, and time will prove a ſure Interpreter. 


SE8SY,. LS 


And th:y heard a great J'oice from Heaven, ſaying unto them, Come 
ud hither ; And they afc-nded np to Heaven in a Clond, and their 
Enemies beheld them.” 


N the former Verie we tind the Witneſſes upon their feet, in this 

we find them upon the wing. In the words yon may ob/erve, 
A 1. A Call given them, and itis by a Yoice. 2. Itis agreat Call, 
for it is a great Voice. 3. From whence it cometh, from He:ver. 
4. The Witnelles hearing it, They heard a great voice. 5. hat it 
faith, Viz. Come up hither, I ſhall only paraphraſe upon the verte, 
and couclude with application. 

Aid they htard a great Voice from Fleaven. ] Heaven is put for 
the Church here upon Earti, For as the Church is diſtinguiſhed 
from her ſeed ; Chap. 12. 17. So here, from her Witneſſes. The 
meaning therefore is, There comes a voice out of the Church to the 
Churches and Miniſters, to riie up yet higher and nearer Heaven. For 
the Spirit ſpeaketh in the Churches to the Churches, as you may 
leein the lecond and third Chapters of this Book of the Xcvelations, 
This I take to be the meaning of the words. 1. It feems to be 
{er here in oppoſition ro the Beaſt, who is {aid to aſcend our of the 
bottomleſs pir, ver. 7. The Beaſt lives in Heil upon Earth, che Saints 
in Heaven. 2. It ſtands allo in oppoiition to ihe forme: condition 
at 
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that the \VitaeYes were in, who but now lay dead ( as it were ) upon 
the earth, and now, behold, they are called up to Heaven. 3. This 
Heaven 1s the fame that is mentioned ver. 19, but that is the Church of 
God, and therefore lo is this. 

Now the voice that cails to them from this Heaven, is a great Voice, 
declaring a loud call. Here then is a Commiſſion and Warrant given 
them to propheſie again, and to follow their former employment, and 
not in theleait to be diicouraged, for their Call is very clear, diſtinct, 
and audible, it beins agret wire. And fome do conceive, that this 
Call comes from men in publick place ; and I ſhould be glad it might 
prove !o ; but | mnch doubt of it, upon thee grounds, : 

1, Becauſe it is laid, Thar when they atcended up to Heaven in a 
cloud, their Enemies behcld thom. Now thele enemies are thoſe who 
larely flew them, and therefore were men of Place and Power. And 
ſtill they are the men they were, as very Enemies at the ReſurreRtion 
and Aicenſion of the Wircneites, as when they flew them ; Therefore 
ſurely thele covld not cal} them; They who beheld them as Ene- 
mies when they aiccnded up ro Heaven, would never call them up to 
Heaven. 

2. It is faid in the followins words, That in the ſame henr there 
was 4 preat Earthq:.agg, and tetems part of the City fell, and in the 
Earthquake were {ain of m7: [cvin thouſand, Theſe are the enemies 
ſpoken of in my "exr, as I ſhali further ſtew you when 1 come to ver, 
13. So that this cal! here comes nor from men in publick place, they 
are enemies ( you fee ) after the Refarr=ction, and at the Aſcenſion 
of the Witnelles; And the Voice here comes from Heaven, which is 
no place for the enemies of the Wirneites, 

This Voice then cones from the Spirir of God in the Churches, work- 
ing an inward powerful intinct and iaprettion in thete Witneſſes, Oc. 

They heard # great Youce. | Ic is not ſaid, that others heard ic. Tt 


is ſomewhat like the voice whict Pau! heard from Heaven, when he A8. 22. 5. 


was near unto Damaſc;: ; 
that ſhined abou: him, bat they heard not che voice of © 


of this call ! Cone Ep hut be; 5 Þ No6! [() © A 08 there \ aS 4a £cear Voice, 
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from Heaven ro them, and for them $5 1 hefirſt was from che Beaſt af- 


- 


cending out of the Botromiets pri 
Heaven to them 3 The irit cryco, 


thic ir) +5 Cy þ. t v1} l-14 fi 
HL 'STrom LIC I \$ Canning rom 
s C 
. » f 44+ * m9 Co 4 = > TAO 
Down auh the: | ns troni Heaven 
CilTSs 


*F 
ff ® 


(22) 
-cries, Up with them; Come xp hither ; The firſt laid them as it were 
upon the Earth in the ſtreets; This calls them up to Heaven. 

Oueſt. But what ſhall they do there? Ayſm. Wherefore, as if the 
voice ſhould ſay, Here is more. work for you, the Church is riſing 
higher than it was; It is nearer Heaven, more pure and refined, more 
{et upon Separation, more elevated above the world, and preparing 
for more glorious times approaching uiGer the feventh Trumpet; and 
therefore, Come up hither ; which intimateth, that formerly they preach- 
ed, lived, and converſed at a lower rate' than now they mult, and 
are here called to do; For the Churches are riſen, and all things in the 
Churches are higher, and gor up nearer unto Heaven, and the Saints 
muſt now live far above their former ſelves; Wherefore, abide no long- 
er where you are, but Come up hither. 

And in this Call, there is a motion implyed, Come, which hath a 
term from which. 1. The Earth, ora lower condition of living be- 
fore, when the Witneſſes favoured too much of the Earth, and when 
their Spirits lay proſtrate during the time of their ſlaughter; For as 
the death of the Witnefles was in a ſpecial manner Spirirual, their 
ſpirits being low and dead, ſo now their Spirits are railed up higher. 
2. They move and rile up from Antichriſt and his Pollutions, and all 
his earthly and helliſh waies of Worſhip, Mixtures, and baſe converla- 
tions. 3. From that Bondage and ſervitude which the Witneſſes were 
lately in unto the Wills of men, before their Reſurrection ; fo that ſome- 
time after their Reſurrection there will be a very great change in the 
Churches of Chriſt, as to purity of Doctrine and Worſhip, and Holineſs 
of walking, and Goſpel-liberty, far beyond what was before. Thus 
you ſee their Call cleared. 

2. I come now to their Obedience to this Call, or great Voice from 
Heaven. 

And they aſcended up to Heaven in a cloud, and their Enemies beheld 
them. ] In which words, there are three things conſiderable. 1. Their 
Aſcent to Heaven. 2. In what manner, in 4a Cloud. 3. Who law them 
thus aſcending ; their Enemies beheld them. 

1. They aſcended up to Heaven. The great Voice is accompanied 
with great Power, that the thing commanded is ſoon accompliſhed. 
They willingly and readily attend the Cali, declaring that their hearts 
were wholly in it. Come up hither; Lo, we come; and muſt we yet 
be more ſeparate from ſin and finners, as to communion with them, and 
from Antichriſtian pollutions, and from the worid ? We delire nothing 
more. And muſt we be more conform to Rule, in Church, in Family, 
and in all our Relations, Conditions, and Conver'ations in this world ? 
We chearfully attend this call from Heaven. They are nvt therefore 

pal. 
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paſſive in aſcending, as men that are haled up from the Earth fo as if their 
feer ſtuck in the mire, and as 7eremy*s body was drawn up by cords 
out of the Dungeon ; bur they ſeem ito leap up Heaven-ward. Onl 
. this 1s not done preſently after their RelurreQion, bur like unto Chriſt's 
+ Aſcenſion to Heaven in a cloud, iome good ipace of time after his Re- 
ſurrection, 

2. For the Manner; They aſcended in a cloud ; wherein there is an as, x .o, 
alluſion unto the manuer of Chriit*s Alcenſion into Heaven. But what 
doth this Cloud here ſignitie ? 

1. It notetn their aicending in a Degree of glory. Matth. 24. 30, 
There is now a Spirit of glory reſting upon | co, As it was with 
Chriſt when he rote from the dead, he layd afide for ever his ſtate of 
Humiliation : So do thele Witneſſes; they ſhall now propheſie in fſack- 
cloath no more, they ſhall henceforth be cloathed with a cloud of glo- 
ry. And as Chriſt*s Re'urreCtion was the firſt degree of his Exaltati- 
on, and his Aſcenſion the tecond ; even to it is here with his Witneſſes ; 
For this is the ſecond degree of their Exaltation, the third will be when 
they ſhall dye and enter into $197 ; and the laſt, when they ſhall come 
with Chriſt to judge the world. 

2, Here is alſo Power denoted in this c/oud, as you may ſee from 
the former Text, Matth. 24. 30. For the Witneſſes were flain in dif- 
honour, but they ſhall be raiſed ( eſpecially aſcend ) in glory; lain 
in weaknels, bur raiſed and aſcend in power, as it is alto ſaid of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 13, 
that he was crucified through weakneſs, but he liveth by the power of 4. 
God. 

3. Hereby is ſignified their Protection and ſafe paſſage and proceedings 
in the way of further Reformation, like as the Cloud in the Wildernets 
was a defence upon 1/racl when they were come up out of Egypt ; for thus 
now, upon all the glory there ſhall be a Defence. The caſe allo is fome- 
what like as when the Egyptians puriued the 1ſraclites into the Red 
Sea, at what time the pillar of cloud removed from before the 1ſraelites, 
and ſtood between them and the Epyprians; For thus, here is a cloud 
of Protection between the aicending Witneſſes and their Enemies. 

4. This cloud ſignifierh the Obtcurity of this aſcenſion, as to their enz- 
mies who ſtand here looking on them. Fog clouds are ſometimes put for 
darkneſs. Pſ.97.2. And as it is ſaid of the Pillar of cloud that ſtood 
berween the /raelites and the Egyptians, It was a cloud and darknels to gxoq, 1, 
the Egyptians, but it gave light by night unto the 7/raelites : Even fo, &c. 20. 
And therefore though there are many lookers on here to ſee the aſcend- 
ing Witneſles, yet they do not underſtand what God is about to do in this 
ſo glorious a diſpenſation, bur are ready to fay as Sanballar, What do theſe eh, y. 2, 
feeble Fews ? Will they fortify themſelves? Will they ſacrifice ? Will they make 

An 
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an end in a day ? will they revive the ſtones out of the heaps of the rub» 
bith which arc burnt ? Why ? What is that which blindeth their eyes? 


Ic is their malice, envy and hatred ; for you lee they are till called Enc- 
17:1c;, even when the Witnelles aicend. God hath hardened heir hearts, 
and blinded their eyes, and given them up to a reprobate lence, and 
to the power of prevailing enmity. Belides which, Tiey loox upon 
thee Aicenders as clouded with reproaches and calumnies, which hath 
ſill been the Lot ofthe Saints in all times of Reformation. So that, 
neither the Reſarrection, nor Aicenſion have altered them, nor opened 
their eyes in the leaſt. Thus much for the Manner of the \Vitneſſess AL 
cenſion. 

3: Here follows the Spectators of this Aicenſion. 

And their Enemies beheld then.) Tire is a forr-fuld Beholding of 
them by their Enemies. 1. They beneld them propyeſy:zg, and that 
was with Torment, ver. 19. 2. They beheld them #4, and this was 
with joy, for they rejoiced over them, and made merry, and fent pifts 
one to another. 3. They beheld them 77/czz, and that was with fear, ver. 
11. 4. They here behold them 2/cendizg, and chat is with orief and 
Indignation. 

Bur that which is kere remar':able is, 1. The Progreſs which the 
Wicnefles make in their Reformation after their ſlaughter is finiſhed ; 
for, 1. The Spirit of Life from God entereth into them. 2. T, hey 
ſtand upon their feet. 3. They aſcend up to Heaven, For ſurely fach 
a progreſſion there wiil be. | 

2. it is obtervable, that as the \Vitneſles are called to this Reforma- 

tion by a greac Voice from Heaven, lo a great power attznds the work, 
in'omuch that their Enemies cannot hinder it by any means, though the 

perions and their work are vcry viſible co theireyes ; for they fee both 

them and it with fear, grief, and Indignation, like as Toviah, Sanbllar, 

Geſhem, and the reſt of rheir companions, beheld the repairing the Wall 

of Jeruſalem, but could not put a ſtop tot : Forjuſt fo it is here with 

theſe Enemies. The cale is ſomewhat like that which the Plalmiſt 
mentioneth concerning the Kings of the Nations, whocame up againſt 

PC. 48-455 £705 latth he, Lo, the ings were aſſembled, they paſſed by toge- 
0. ther ; they ſaw it, and ſo they marvelled, they were troubled and haſt- 
ed away ; jear took, hold upon them there, and pain as of a Ii/oman in 

Travel. They law Zion, and were troubled, affrighted, and pain- 

ed greatly, and that was ail that they conid do. And like as the Soul- 

diers, who gnarded the Sepulchre of Chit, !aw him as he arole, and 
Marth. 23. feared, and ihook, and became lire dead men, but were not able to 
4+ life up a weapon againft him : Even io it i5 here, Cc. Whereas in the 
time of the ſlaughter, a Ciild of God coutd lcarce ſtir, but theſe Ene- 
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Enemies preſently beheld ir, and not.only fo, but alſo oppoſed and hin- 
dered it ; but after their Re:urrection, elpecially their Aſcenſion, they 
ſhall behold the Witneſſes, and do little or nothing more to ſpeak of. 

3. It is remarkable, that the Enemies of the Witneſles do till retain 
their Enmity unto the la{t, even though they do moſt evidently behold 
that their ſlaying of the Witneſſes is come ro nothing, bur ( notwith- 
ſtanding all endeavours to the contrary ) they are up and upon their 
feer again, yea, and aſcending alſo, as relolved upon a further Refor- 
mation ; For yet ſtill you fee that here they are called Enemies, even 
when the Witnelles are upon the wing for Heaven, They are a Ge- 
neration of Vipers, the leed of the Serpent, whoſe malice is implacable. 
And why are they ſuch Enemies? Not for any hurt that the Witneſſes 
and people of God have done them, for theſe would fain be quiet and 
live peaceably, for they oppolenot Government here, bur endeavour 
further to reform among themlelves. Their condition is much like 
that of David; faith he, They that render evil for good are mine Ad- 
werſaries, becauſe I follow the thing that good is. Oh what a dreadful 
account will theſe Enemies have, when neither the wonderful Providen- 
ces of God, nor notable Ditappointments, nor Reformation, nor Holi- 
neſs in Churches and Saints, can by any means turn them from their En. 
mity and oppoſition even againſt God himielf! And thus much for the ex- 
plication of chis 12th- verſe ; Let me add a few Utes, and conclude. 


USES. 


1. We are ſhewed, that when the Witneſſes are riſen, God calls 
them after a while to an higher pirch of Reformation : I fay, After 4 
while ; For their Reſurrection ( as you have heard ) is gradual, and 
when they are arrived ſo far that they ſtand upon their feet, and have 
attained to ſome ſtrength and ſtabiliry, then God calls them by a grear 
Voice from Heaven to Come up higher, and to approach nearer unto 
Heaven. God doth not raile up his Witneſles, chat now they ſhould 
fit down, and content them!elves to live as they did before; the Re- 
{urreCion is the firſt degree of Glory, and God doth now expect that 
they ſhould live above the world. 

What the Apoſtle faith, Col. 3. 1. may well be applyed to the pur. 
pole in hand; Jf ye be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things which are 
above. Churches muſt now reform, and be riſing up nearer and nearer 
towards Heaven ; and fo it muſt be alſo with Families and Perſons. Eſpe- 
cially Miniſters, Churches and Church-members muſt be advancing 
forward, and preſſing after an higher point of holineſs and conformity ro 
the Goſpel ; for the Witnels and GOITY lyeth eſpecially among thee ; 

And 
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And God cails from Heaven to them with a lond voice to aTnd; Syre- 


ly, if ite Churches and Saints were at their ter pi ch; God would rot 
{av to them, as here he doth, Come up hither, "It is wot ROE Tohyre caongh 


tharc thovy ar: rifen fi OM the dead, and have the ſpirit of 1if> !3 them, var 
they mnt at 1 ? 211d upon theit foot; ſtrand fait, grow trons, ant £ laſt 
a'cend Poavens : 1 Thev mu & OW grow and Cncrea : * 25 ene iame 
word in the Ort :al is rendred both to 4, /cend and 7 crea; bp 5 they tut 
be £omng and £75% hs + as it 15 taid of David when he came tn the Ki mM 
doin. And d9in God call from Heaven ? take heed inen rat: rofule 
nor him that ſpeaceth. f:r how ſhall they e!cape who tun away from 


him tha it tpealks yy from He ven ? 
As for publ1 ick and general Reformarton, God calls aloud 15:15 0 lay fx 
i: but it 15 our duty to leave thar unt 0 Our Gave r! ours 3 As for our !clve 


- o 
we {hail be Ieft wholly wichouot excule, if we role vr our 45d and if 
deavour not to aicend yer hig} -r, As touching others, 6! - rot 
this Voice, nor will they hearit when it ſhali hereafier con ba oreat 
Voice ; for they ar? lice the People who ſtood clole by C: Witt when 
there came a voice from Heaven, taying unto him, 7 have bath g/1-1 ſed 


my Name, and will plorify it a7ain ; which Wen th end raby heard, 
they laid, that 1t {hundered. It {cemeth therefore that it Wis a very 
Ereat voice, and yet the matter ipoken was hidden from them. - Others 
faid, An Angel ſpakg m9 hin ; howbeit Chriſt tei!s them, That voice 
came for their ſakes, but (you! ee) they ut bood d it nor. 

But let us hear wir the 1 Lor: g {peaketh z for we have this "ch a voice 
irc »m Heaven, choug! n. the grea Polos is iba yer come. Le: us hear 
what 1s come, and oogticbe but a {til {mail voice, yer God is in it, 
and therefore let us. wrap our faces in our mantles, fear G9, an a obey 
his VOICe. - 

For {urely God calls now for a more full  Reformatign i in the Churches, 
and more exact walking according to Golpel-patrern; and why thonld 
we ſtay till the great voice cometh 7 When that co meth, the Witneflzs 
will hear, as the Text declareth, as much as to fay; Till then the ey will 
not hear, ac leaſt 'be to attentive. For thus God calls, and calls, and 
few will hear, that at laſt he is fain to/call witha loud voice ; In the 
mean while it is the fin of fach who axe thus dull-of hearing. 'D; » not 
therefore day as ftomerimes the Jews dtd concerning the'buti-ling of the 
Temple, 7he-time 15 not yer come lo, the great voice hath no:, as yer, 


- 


tpoken; but if there be any thing of a Re: hrretlion-f uu in ns, let us 
live at an higher rate, and far above our flain telves. Sur-ly, whe | the 
Wirnefſes are riien from the.dead ( whether ir-be- done, or as vet to 
come ) they will-preach,. and ipeak, and pray, and partake of Ordi- 


nances, and: buy.,. and-lell, and converſe, art a Relur:<Cion-rate, e'ne- 


cially 
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cially when once they bein to ſtand upen their feet, and to be warmed 
with the Syirit of life fron m Ged 172 them, And God will £0 on with 4 
farther Reformation before the -th Trumpet foundeth ; yea, you {« 
that hecalls for aicending higher im: nedinicly before the coming of the 
Earth quake, ſaying, as lometimes 7 «0244 tOUhRG / fraclites, Santtify your Joſh 3+ $+ 

ſelves, for to morrow Gea will do wonders among yer. Mate haſt, get ye 
up with all ſpeed, and ſtand clear of the Earthc! UAKE. 

. Weare further inform:d, That w hen the / icnefzs are riſen, they 

Gl not dye again, they are now beyond aizy more fa; gNrers 3 And as 
it is {aid of Chriſt in anorker king, oirmay be ſaid of his W imneſles, 
Chriſt | eng 7 r:fcd from the dead, doth no more. 

And as there was Comn{cl inthe former poi 1 of ae rmation, fo there 
i: Comfort in this. The Teftiomony of Je(us after its Returreciion 
{all live for ever, that as Chriſt faith of his own death and Relurrection, 
his Teſtimony may ſpeak likewii e, 1 am he tht liveth and was deas os 2d be- Reve 1.18, 
ba'e,l: ora - for everrrore, The joy and mirt h of the Be: ft art}: o— 
of the \\ i:neltes could not ke p them down from riſing again ; nor ih; alt 
their f is, and gricfs, and wrath, and indignation art their Re: {furrefti- 
o! prevail io lay them a ſecond tizze. This 1s Ercat Mercy, and not alit- 
tle comfort. 

\When the 1/ra*!itesro'e up out of their boudage in Eo yrr, they role 
( as you have heard) by degrees, and were nor compleat ly rien till 
they came up out of the Red Sca z and though all the power of Fzype 
purived them to reduce them ro their former tervitude, and to ſlay them 
o:ce again, they conid not prevail, God would not luifer Pharaoh and his 
bo!t ro come near them, but he >inte rpo!eth by the Pillar of cloud berween 
them, as if he ſould fay, You ihall as foon ilay me as them ; not an hair 


Rom. 5. ©. 


of their 1-20: ſhall perith. Yea, bur ſhail nor the Witneſſes meet with 
oppoſition and everci'es fromthe men of the _ after their Returrecti- 
on ? =D they may have many attempts made againft them to deſtroy 


them, fur even to their very Aſcenſion ( as you t ie © here 11 the Text ) 
they have iheir Enemies, for cherr Encanes beheld them; Th hey behold 
them 00th ring and 7'Cenul19, they hk; ave ſtill an e: yeupon t] them. 

Th: Enmity therefore doth not _ at the Re! urredtion or r A! cenſion , 
but rather !: _ ſe npon thai very account ; for the Wiraclles riie, and 
(at | lat it) a cend, and their ee nies caumot belp it, they can behold 


- 


them, as the > Text {ievetÞ us, an! = '5 al! thatis h=re !roken of them. 
The Vi iinefſ-s ſhall niect With enmity en _ but v. 1th no more Tengh- 
ters, attempts Pe rhaps that was, tur ſtill frultranveous, We muſt not 
therefore judge of rhe Retwrection uw ys Afccnfion of the Wit aeil-s by 


the enniry 2nd 2ffonts which hey 7a Mee! wich, for what cis can 


be expected from Enemics ? Too priviled; veof the YL.EN WimeT, I&S 15, 
&-4 not 
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not that they ſhall ſuffer no more, but that they ſhall he ſlain no more. 
* [oh. 12. * When Lazar was riſen from the dead, the chief Prieſts conſulted 
2 ro take away his life, bur they could not do it ; will any therefore ſay, 
that Lazarus Was not rilen from the dead, becaute the Hierarchy con- 
{ulred to kill him? No; Do not therefore milgive as to the Refurrecti- 
on of the Witneſſes, upon every petty or particular indignity that ſome 
one or more of them may mect with from their enemies. When 
the children of i/rael were riten up out of the Red Sea, they were gone 
* Exod.16no further than to Rephidim, * which was within three months, e're the 
1,2 met with an hoſt of Amalekites, who gave them a lore ailault, and when 
Moſes let down his hands, prevailed againit them ; but 1/-aet had the 
day, and diſcomfited them, who were afterwards devoted to utter 
OY deſtruction for this their cruel and wicked attempt. * Iſrael was now 
Exod. 19 porn up on Eagles Wings, out of the reach of deſtroying dangers, and 
4 of fear of Reduction into Egyptian bondage ; and now they pals on ſtill 
from Journey to Journey in the Wildernels, and though art laſt they 
meet with Og and Shox in the way, yet they ſubdue them, and never 
ſtop till they arrivein Cazaarn. Thus it will be wich the Witneſſes after 
their Reſurrection. 

The Churches and Saints will meet with fome ſhakings after the Reſur- 
rection and Aſcenſion, becaule there is a great Earthquake prelently to 
follow ; wer. 13. After Chriit's Aſcenſion, the Gotpel, irs Preachers 
and Profeſſors had many encounters with their enemies ; for prelently 
* The Kings of the Earth ſtood ip, and the Rulers were gathered toges 
ther againſt the Lord, and againſs his Chriſt ; but in all the ſtory of the 
Atts of the Apoſtles, you hnd the Goſpel growing and getting ground 
by oppoſition, and they were but two, Stephen and 74mes, who loſt 
their lives. And though we have an expectation of a great Earthquake, 
yet it is comfortable to conſider, that immediately before it cometh, a 
great Voice faith unto the Witneſſes, Come up hither, and that they al- 
cend up to Heaven in a cloud. It is a mercy, and will prove a means of 
the greater ſecurity, that they are got up nearer unto Heaven, and unto 
an higher degree of Holineis, Purity of Doctrine, Worſhip, Dilci. 
pline, and manner of living, before the ſtorm cometh. The ſafeſt livin 
1s above the Earth, in the Heaven of holine(s, when the Earth ſhall ſhake 
and reel to and fro like a drunken man ; And this ſhall be the cate of the 
Witneſſes aſcended, 

You never find a Reformation inthe Scriptures, but if there followed a 
ſhaking time, the People of God iped well, or. much the berter for it. 
1Sam.79, When the Iſraelites put away their ſtrange Gods and Ajreroth from 
4 among them, and prepared their hearts unto the Lord, and ferved him 

onely, and poured out water before him, and faſted, and confeſſed their 
ſins, 
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ſins, preently the Philiſtines are gathered together againſt them, ard 
draw neer to battel ; but the Lord thundered upon them and diſcomfit- 
eth them, and they are {mirten before //rael. 

When 7choſaphat had reformed his Kingdom, 2 Chron. 19. it came 
to pats afterwards that the Inhabitants of Aſfoab, Ammon and Mount Seir, 
came up to war againſt Fud4ah, but God turned their iwords againſt one 
another, and deſtroyed them without a ſtroke ſtruck by the men of 
Judah, 2 Chro. 20. £ | 

* When Hezek;ah had finiſhed an eminent Reformation in Fudah, _*<"%" 
Sennacheriv comes up againſt the land with a very formidable Army; bur agar 
the Angel of the Lord tlew therein an hundred fourlcore and five thou- 
land in one night, 

And in ail the'e confuſions of the enemies of God and his People, after 
a Reformation wroughr,. it is obſervable, that God doth work wonders 
from Heaven, his People do little or nothing but pray and ſtand till ; And 
I amthivking whether God will not work mndertlly from Heaven by 
his own immediate hand when the great Earthquake cometh, ſoon after 
the Aſcenſion of the Witneſles. 

The Enemy cometh upon a very great diſadvantage to himſelf againſt 
the People of God, when once they are in an afcending way of Reforma- 
tion. It is great preſumption in theſe enemies here to ſlay the Witneſ- 
ſes; to oppotle them and opprels them in their {ackcloath is a cruel and 
accuried thiig;z what then will God account it, if they ſhall dare to de- 
ſign againſt them when cloathed with a Cloud ? This is a very high degree 
of 71:crachy. For, as for the Dragon and the Beaſt, they will nor 
be quier till the ſeventh Vyal is poured out, and both are ſhur up in the 
bottomleſs Pit; yea, when the Devil is looſed out of prifon at the end 
of the thouſand years, the firſt thing he doth, is, he gathereth Gog and 
Magog together againſt the Camp of the Saints. He and his Inſtruments 
will never ceale their oppoſition, till they are thrown together into Hell, 
there to remain for ever. Wherefore, after the Returrection of the 
Witneſſes, the Saints may meet, and arelike{oto do, with many trou- 
bles ro the pouring out of the laſt Vial, bur yet they ſhall meet with no 
more ſlaughters. For what do we meet with as to thele Enemies, after 
the riſing of the Witnefles ? 1. It isſaid of chem, that great fear fell upon 
them. 2. That, when the Witneſles aſcended, they beheld ther. 3, When 
the PPS cometh,many fall,d the remnant is affrightcd. 4. When 
the ſeventh Trumpet toundeth, they are angry. 5. When the fourth Vial 
is poured out, they blaſpheme.. 6. When the fifth, they gnaw their 
rongues aid blaſpheme. 7, When the ſixth, they gather chem/elvrs roge- 
ther to the battle of the great day of God Aimighty. So that here is 
fear, anger, ſhewing of teeth,blaipheming and gaawing of congues, and 

Sreat. 
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-great preparations to hght, Kill and conquer and this is all that I find 
after the Reſurrection of rhe Witneſſes unto the lat Vial, which will 
end in their everlaſting confuſion. Make r:er-fore the RelurreCtion 
fare, and though there witi be Rirrs av! {trnglings, arremprts and oppo- 


ſtivns, and fome particular {uficrings voy and then, yer a9 freat or Con- 
' «7 _ Y : Te L] _” 
fiderable hart will be done umo the very ial. 


F he Wimeſſes Mall thus rife zad afrerward ifcend, then it will 


ſ\.\low, that from thence forwards the Beat will not rite h:pher, bat be 
CO!Luily inthe declining hand uno the very lait ; Duty: which rime 
2Thc$2.2 1viil be mede good in a _pecial manner what is rrapheted yg nm by me 
Apoſile, The Lord filial! contume thar cg 2 077 with tle breath of his 
mouth. And this conliumpiion ſhall more eminently begta +. 1;h the fall 
of the rewth part of the { icy, and when the ſeventh Vial is poured our, 
he ſai! be deliroyed viik the brighin>is of Unniit's coming. | 
Ee ſhall never thrive wore afer the Manghter of the Wittzeites, he ſhall 
never diceit the fhedume of tor blood, which halt cry night and day 
to Heaven againſt him for vengeauce. I.*t us but rile and a'cend, ler 
once a Refurteciio! Spirit app- or amongt us, a Spirit of Faith, . Love, 
Power and Zeal, a Spirit of trayer, Fratie, Reformation, holy walk. 
ing, and it will prove a Biefſ.d Omen to us of the coming of T111's King. 
dom, and of the decienſion ot the Beait's dominion. If we aicond, he 
will of covrie deicend ; for weand hs cannot aicend, nor velce,,d to- 
gether, we are fo diametrically oppoſi'e, that coutrzr fates do of n2ceili- 
ry attend us. 
Now then, out cf ail that hath been faid, you may gather up theſe 
, Conlequents of the Witneſſes Re'\urr=Qion. 1. Thar as the Spirit of 
Life from God entreth into them, fo now they will be more bold, 
active and zealous for God; only as the Retlurreciion is gradual, fo this 
Spirir of Life cometh on by degrees. 2. They aitain,ar lait,to iome ſta- 
biiiry,and begin ro ftand upon their feer, as being mote fixed, ftrensthned 
and retolved. 3. When it is come thus far,great feer falls upon them thar 
lee them, and thu1r enemies begin now to be affrighted ; As the Vx irnefles 
grow i{tronger in faith, their enemies grow weaker with fear. 4. When 
thus they begin to gather {trength, and their enemies to grow more and 
more feeble, the Spirir of God gives the Witneſſes a loud ca!l tro em- 
brace the opportunity, and to aicendtoan higher pirch of Reformation, 
railing them; up above the earth and earthly things, and ſeparating them 
more from the world and the things of Antichriſt. 5. And now, in- 
ſtead of {ackcloath, they are cloathed with a cloud, and a Spirit of pow- 
er and glory reſteth on them. 6. They ſhall ill have enemies norwith- 
ſtanding all this, and their enemies eyes ſhall be much upon them with 
vexation and anguith,bur yet they ſhall not know how to help themſclves, 


nor 
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nor how to hinder this work of God, the external face whereof chey ſhall 
ſee, but no! the meaning of the 4ilpenfation, the Cloud interpoſing be- 
tween them and that, to thar they Mail be blinded and hardened like Pha- 
rao avg the F:yption, tmey ſhall be under che power of a dedolent Spi- 
rii, aud fiilt rcam their ermity. 7. This Afcenſon of the Witneſſes im- 
mediuely forerws the Exrrhquake, giving hopes of greater !ecurity to 
the V\/inelles in f1ch a dos of dreadfal concuTion, when God will make 
ſome notable d1.t11ction berweoa them and their enemies, [f therefore you 
ſhou!4 live to fee the \Witneil-s gpon their feer, exvect after a while to 
ſe-(-m upon ihe wing,z and ii yon tee them aſcending, expect ere long 
ther Earthonzke, whereof bthall tpea% in the next di'courle,” which will 
cau'e creat ruines, and effect ſtrange alterations. When the Witneſſes 
begin ro aicend, the great City will begin to delcend, and pay the tithe 
of i: {eit ro divine Vengeance for its late blood- guiltinels, of which more 


up'1the next Verie. So much for this. 


VERSE 123. 


And the fame hour there was a great Earthquake, and the 
teath part of the City fell, and in th: Earthquake were fla'n 


of men ſeven thouſand ; and the romaznt were affrishted, and 
oave £lory to the God of Heawe:, 


co 


E are now come tothe Concluſion of t-o frvrh Tramper, which 
endeth with an Earthquake 3 and + Dortthonmke is detcrt- 
bed, 1. By its Greatze s, for i: is {aid ro he a 1+ 02 Earth- 
uake. 2. By thetime when it happened, i /o je bow 34 by the 
effects or conſequents of it; 1. That e221 5 pe ef rhe Cry Fell, 2, Thar 

thereia were lain of men {rven thou'li,!, 3. That the rommint were «ffruc 4s 

ed. 4. That they gave gloryto : God of evo. 
I ſho!l handle the words as i 44 the for ner vir +, by way of Para- 

phra's, ar £5150 1rto!), x” 

A..d tie ji votre NIgt th lov of their Refarr=Clion :; the Earthou he 


: 

y = 4 a , = = TF?; | - i ſon % 4 £. " , _ : 4 ; 
hero is reterved for th: \\ t$-Alconion, utter waich gt haiteth, 
con:ing in the fa , 1:91 7 +:rerally rake, but Yetaphorically, 5z. e. _ 
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woeart, ad proentsy i” ils a ſhaking ; for (* as Piſcat. zicis. Joh. 

res ) this i; the veu;, zrice of God upoa the enemies. of the FC. i» 

W irnotes eh&\ Were now gazilg upto Heaven to ice the Witneſſes 7." *#- 
alcend-* * 
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aſcending, and, before they are aware, they are ſurprized with a grea 
Earthquake from under them. For this verſe is connected with the 
Aſcenſion of the Witneſles by the Copulative And, thewing us, that ir 
belongerh to the lame ſtory, and followeth cloſe upon the Aſcenſion. The 
Enemies were ſtaring upon the Aſcenders, and upon a ſudden the Earth 
ſhaketh under them, and turns their eyes upon another object.God threat- 
neth to throw them down to Hell, whilelt his Witnelles are aſcending 
up to Heaven. 

And the ſame hour there was an Earthquake. ] There are two ſorts 
of Earthquakes in the Scriptures. 1. Such as are Natural, as when the 
earth ſhaketh through collection of Wind and Vapours in the bowels 
thereof, and which want vent. Such an _ ther? was in the 

Zach.14.g. dayes of King Vzzi4h, and tuch before the deſtruction of Zeruſalem, Lick, 
21.11, 2, There are figurative and metaphorical Earthquakes in the 
Scripture, as when ſome notable diſpentation of God reſembleth an Farth- 
quake ; and fuch is this here in the Text. And this, in Scripture, figni- 

Hebr. 12. fies ſome notable change, as when God faith, Yer once more I ſhake not 

26, 27. the Earth oaly, but alſo Heaven ; This ( {faith the Apoſtle ) frgnifieth the 
removins of thoſe things that are ſhaken. And when God faith, He wil ſhake 
the Heavens and the Earth,mark what a change followeth: And [will over- 
throw the throne of Kingdoms, and 1 will deſtroy the ſtrength of the K ingdoms 
of the Heathen, and I will overthrow the Chariots and thoſe that ride in them, 
and the horſes and their riders ſhall come down, every one by the ſword of 
his brother. Hag. 2.21,22. See alſo Iſa. 13. 13. And theſe Metapho- 
rical and figurative Eathquakes are ſometimes accompanied with or pre- 
ſaged by literal ones, as in that place of Luke forementioned. And that 
formidable Earthquake in the dayes of Vzziah happened about the time 
that Fehr's fourth Generation was expiring, after which followed frequent 
and fearful changes unto the very Captivity of the ten Tribes, Apain 
When God brought his people of 7/7ael out of Egypr, this was a perio- 
dical time, and there was now a very great change coming upon the 
World, and the Church therein, not the like thereunto ( excepting in 
the time of the Deluge ) from the foundation of the World. Pharavh 
and the Egyptians were now to be deſtroyed in the Red Sea, and the 
Church to pals into Canaan, and there to ſettle ; And God ſignified this 
great change by an Earthquake properly and literally fo called. 0 
God ( faith the Plalmiſt ) when thou wenteſt forth before thy people, when 
thou didſt march thorow the wilderneſs, the earth ſhook, rhe Heavens alſo 
dropped at the preſtnce of God, even Sinai it ſelf was moved at the preſence 
of God, the God of Iſrael. Pl. 68. 7,8. Sezalſo, Pſ. 77. 15, 16. to the 
end. The Earthquake therefore in my text ſignifies ſome great and emi- 

. nent change brought in with ſhaking and affrighting Judgments,common- 


ly 


ly for thedeſtruction of Gods enemies, and ſometimes for the delive- 
rance of his People. Thas you ſee what kind of Earthquake is here 
meant, and what it ſignifieth. 
But let us look a little further intoit, and compare it with other Earth- 
uakes in this book of the Revelations, which we may call Apocalyprical 
Carrhquakes, of which we find five. 
1, Thefirit at the opening of the ſixth Seal, Rev. 6. 12. 2. The ſe- 
cond at the opening of the ſeventh Seal, Rev. 8.5. 3. The third in 
my Text, near the concluſion of the ſixth Trumpet. 4. The fourth at 
the ſounding of the ſeventh Trumpet, Rev. 11. laſt, 5. The fifth at 
the pouring out of-the ſeventh Vial, Rev. 16. 18. Among the'e, this 
in my Textis the middlemoſt ; the two firſt (like the rwo laſt ) fall in 
quickly, the one after the other, the firſt under the ſixth, the ſecond un- 
der the {eventh Seal, alirtle before the founding of the firſt Trumpet ; af- 
ter which we meet with no more Earthquakes till the cloſe of the fizth 
Trumpet in my Text, which long interval takes up above a thouſand 
years, during all which time the Earth ſeemeth to ſtand ſtill, not ſimply, 
but in compariſon with what is now like to be at the cloſe of the ſixth 
Trumpet, and the ws, ye. the ſeventh. The world is now drawing 
towards its end, that its ſhaking fits do come ſo faſt upon it; and ſome 
more than ordinary Change is haſting upon the World; for there have been 
great Changes in 1t during the long Interval aforeſaid, and yet none of 
them have been called Earthquakes, as this here in my Text, which 
though it fails only upon the tenth part of the City, yet it is a fair warning 
to all the other parts, and a ſure Pledge of their approaching ruine. 
The far greater part of this Interval b=tween the ſecond and third Earth- 
quake, hath been taken up with the Reign of the Beaſt and of the Turk, 
who in all this time have met with no ſuch conſiderable Change, as now 
they are warned to look out for, and which ſhall ſhortly befall them under 
the ſeventh Trumpet ; bur as far the change ſignified by the Earthquake 
in my Text, it appertains eſpecially to the ';eaſt who ſlew the Witneſſes. 
The ſame hour there was a great Earthquake. Great z Let us conſider 
that a little, and compare it with the other four Earthquakes ; For they 
are all great, and as ir {eemeth, greater than this here in hand. 
The firſt, mentioned, Rev. 6.12. is expreſly called a great Earth- 
quake, and iurely greater than this in my Text; For that was ſo great, 
rhat it ſhook the whole Pagan Empire, and overthrew it funditis, with 
an utter deſtruction, as in the Verſes there following. It overthrew the 
Pagan Emperial world, the Heavens thereof, the Sun, Moon, and Stars 
thereof, and every Mountain and Ifland belonging thereunto, and all g., ; 
the perſons therein, from the King to the Bond-ſlave. This then was 12. ----. to 
a dreadful Earthquake, which ſhook anq overthrew the whole fabrick the cnd. 
of the Heatheniſh Empire, and UT a bleſſed Change as to the Chri- 
ſtian 
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ſtian world, * at leaſt fora ſeaſon. But now, as for the Earthquake 
in my Text, though itis great, yet nothing near to great, as ſhakiag 
ouly and overthrowing a tenth part of the great Ciry. Only know thus 
much, that it will deſtroy the Reavens, the Sun, and* Moon, and 
Srars of this tenth part, and overturn the little world therein. For all 
the Apocalyptick Earthquakes overthrow Worlds; the firſt the Roman 
Pagan world, the lecond the Roman Chriſtian World, the third, fourth 
and fifth the Romiſh Antichr:/ftan World ; after which {ucceedeth the 
Mi.lenary World, which the Apoſtle calls, The Wo1d to come, Hobr 2, F» 

2. As for rhe {econd Earthquake at the. opening of tae t{eventh Seal, 
and immediately foregoing the founding of the firſt Trumpet, this al- 
{o was a great Earthquake, though ir is not expreily io called. For, 
i. A great Change followerh it, as appeareth in the eighth and ninth 
Chapters. 2. Whereas there are feveral expreſſions of Terrour when it 
comes, as, Vorces, and Thunderings, and Lightuings, and an Earthquake, 
there {eemeth to be a gradation in the words, and the loreſt diſpentation 
brings up the rear, and that is an Earthquake. So that this alſo looks 
greater than that in the Text in hand. | : 

3. Compare the Earthquake in my Text with the next to ir, under 
the ſeventh Trumpet, and though this here is great, yer that is great- 
er, fo as it is notin my Text. 1. Becauſe accompanyed with Lightnings, 
and Voices, and Thunderings, and great Hail. 2. Becauſe itis the im- 
mediate fore-runner of chote Vials which ſhall utterly deſtroy the Beaſt. 
\Vhereas the Earthquake in my Text ſhakes only a renth part of the Ci- 
ty, and makes way for the ſeventh Trumpet. 

4. Compare it next with the Earthquake at the pouring out of the 
ſeventh Vial, Rev, 16.18. And though this in my Text is called grear, 
yet that is greater, and indeed the greateſt that ever was, For mark 
what the Text ſaith ofit: There were Voices, and Thunderings, and 
Lightnings, and there was a great Earthquake, ſuch as was not ſince men 
were upon the Earth, F, mighty an Earthquake, and ſo great; and the 
great City was divided into three parts, This Commotion and concufon 
made the uu City to fall alunder ; And great Babylon came into re- 
membrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceneſs 
of his wrath; and every Iſland fled away, and the mountains were not 
found, and there fell upon men 4 great hail out of Heaven, every ſtone 
about the weight of Talent, &c. Welltherefore may it be faid, There 
was not ſo great an Earthquake ſugce men were upon the earth. For now 
alſo the Romiſh Antichriſtian world is wholly deſtroyed, and the Mille- 
nary introduced. For in theie three laſt Earthquakes, it is obſervable, 
that there is a gradation, that in my Text is exceeded by that, verſe 
laſt, and this exceeded abundantly by that under the ſeventh Vial, 
which is the {weeping and concluding Earthquake. 

And 


And in theſe two laſt, it is obſervable again, that they are accom- 
panied with Hail, the firſt of them with grear hazl, bur the laſt with fo 
reat, that every Stone is about the weight of a Talent, big enough to 
rs an Oxe or an Elephant ; for God now knocks down not only the 
oreat Beaſt, but che 7k and Devil allo. And now, not only the 
Earth ſhakes under che Beaſt, but the Heavens allo from above aihergs . 
{as I may fay) their Cannon-ſhot, ſuch maſſy Hail-ſtones as God hath 
relerved againit this day of battel and war, and now is fulfilled whar 
is written, The windows frem en high are open, and the foundations of the 
earth do ſhake, 1a. 24. 18. It villbe now in the end of this Antichriſti- 
an World, 2g in the end of the Old World, when the deep from beneath, 
and the \Vindows of Heaven from above, met together and con{pired 
to deſiroy that world of the ungodly. Thus I have opened to you 
theſe five Kevelaticn Earthquakes, comparing that in my Text with the 
other four, as the leaſt of them all, yet called 2 grear Earthquake, conſt- 
dered ſimply in ir {elf, as alto effeGting a great work, in throwing down 

the tenth part of the great City. , 
Ler us come now to the effect of this Earthquake in the following words. 
Ard the tenth part of the City fell. ] By City here we underſtand the 
great City ſpoken of, ver. 8. For this verle referrs to that, though that 
is called the creat City, this only The City, without the Epithete 
Great, yer not without an Article or two, 7 927 mis T2w5, which 
amounts to as much as Great, for it is, That tenth part of that City; to 
thar both the City it felf and its tenth part, have a ſingular remark here 
upon them. But whatis that City, that grear City? It is not a mate- 
rial City properly lo called, compaſſed about with walls, but the Ciry 
here being the ſame with that wer. 8. is the whole Jurifdition and 
Government of Rome. And whereas it is faid, The tenth part thereof fell, 
viz. with the foreſaid Earthquake, this cannot be meant of the City 
of Rome it ſelf, which is reſerved for the fifth Vial, which I conceive 
will not be poured out till after the ſounding of the ſeventh Trumpet. 
And though a Learned Interpreter of the Revelations expoundeth this of 
the City of Rezre, which he ſaith, is now but the tenth part of what Xome 
was in former times, I ſuppoſe that will not eaſily be proved. Nor is 
this tenth part (as I humbly apprehend) to be underſtood Geographically, 
for a tenth proportion of the Romiſh Dominion ; bur I rather conceive, 
that it is to be underſtood Myſtically, for one of the ten Horns ; among 
which Great Brittanny 1s reckoned one, and by ſome, the firſt. 
But why doth there fall no more of the City than the tenth part ? Qt. 
1. Not but that it were juſt with God to deſtroy the whole City, ©** 
which hath fully deſerved ir long ſince ; but God begins only with a tenth 
part to give the remainder of the City fair warning, leſt all be ruined 
( as 1t will ) after ſome time longer. You know, this City is ſpiritually 
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called Sodem, ver. 8. Now God gave Sodom a timelyAdmonition by 
the Conqueſt which the four Kings had over it, and the ſpoil which they 
gor therein, and the captivating its Inhabitants 3 and when this prevail. 
ed not to amend them, after a while it was utterly deſtroyed : Even 
thus it is with this Spzrzrual Sodom in my Text. 

2, 1 further anſwer, + $5 *#dcy ouuny God hath a revenging eye 
The eye of divine Vengeance is not {o much at time this of the Earthquake 
upon the whole City or Power of Roxie, as upon that part thereof where 
the Witneſſes were {lain. 

But the whole City is guilty of this Internetion and Witneſs-{laughter : 
For though the hands of multitudes, and of the the far greater part by 
much of all the Citizens of the Romiſh Polity, were not in this ſlaugh- 
ter, yet their hearts do fully conſent unto it; like as in the French Mat- 
ſacre, Arg. 24. inthe year 1572. though the blood was ſhed in France, 
yet Rome did even triumph when they heard thereof. 

This is granted, according to that of Chriſt, Marth. 23.35. as allo 
Rev. 18. 20. But divine Vengeance falls here upon the Principals, and 
Patience forbears the Acceſſartes for a {eaſon longer, giving them {pace, 
as yet, to repent. For in all the ſtrokes and plagues that God inflict- 
eth upon the Beaſt, God ſtill expecterh Repentance, as we plainly ſee, 
Rev. 9. laſt 3 and, Rev. 16.9, 11. This fall or ruine then lighteth one- 
ly upon theplace or Countrey where the ſlaughter of the Witneſles is 
commitred, to give warning to the remainder of the City, which yer: 
ſuffereth allo in the fall of this tenth part. 

But how and in what manner doth this tenth part of the City fall, it 
may be ſaid ? 

1. By dreadful Concuſſions; as if God ſhould ſay, 7 will overturn, 
overturn, overturn it, God will throw down the Props and Pillars 
thereof with notable ſubverſions. 

2. There will al'o be (as I am apt to think )) a falling, by falling off 
in the end, or falling away of thistenth yart from the remaining nine, 
by them that ſhall ſurvive the overthrow ; for I do not think that the: 
tenth part ſhall be utterly deſtroyed. The lurvivers ſhall deſert the 
Beaſt and his Worſhip and Government. So that the whole City ſhall be 
mulcted and fined a tenth part, paying the tithe of it [elf to divine Ven- 
geance for the (laughter of the Wuneſles; for the Hierarchical Power: 
ihall from thence forward cea!e in that Countrey, which but now 
was the tenth-part of the great City, and the Countrey ſhall be forfeit- 
ed, for its bloodſhed, into the hands of our Lord Jeſus. My apfre- 
henſions are, that it will be ſuch a-fall as this, 7. e. which will end in a 
falling off, and that ſuch a Change will be introduced by this Earthquake, 
as will prove to be a great Judgment upon the great Whore. The 
Hierarchy exerciled in that tenth part fhall fall and fink, and never 

ne 


riſe again, like as what is ſunk E an Earthquake never rileth more, . 
but is for ever buryed in its own ruines, A City or Town may be 

ſhaken by a little Earthquake, and yet not fall, though it may ſtand . 
tottering and hang a-to-fide, and be propt up for a time, but this here 

is {aid to be agreat Earthquake, which will quite {wallow up that which 

before was only ſhaken and ſhivered, that now it ſhall never riſe again. 

It may be laid, -perhaps, That what the Sea loſeth in one place, it 06. 
gaineth in another :. 

But it is not ſo with the Sea of Rome, which now falls into that irreco-- $0, 
verable Conſumption propheſied of, 2 The. 2.8. The Lord ſhall conſume 
that wicked one with the breath of his mouth; i. e. with the Goſpel, which 
ſhall now begin to flouriſh, when the tenth part of this City is fallen. 
When the City begins to fall, the Goſpel ſhall begin to rile in equal . 
proportion, and never fall again. There will be no Balm for this bruile, . 
no Cordial for this Conſumption; the great Whore ſhall now begin to 
abate of her fleſh, by that time that this Cdamaks hath done reckoning, 
with her ; her Arm ſhall be fo broken, that there ſhall be no Roller to 
bind it that it may be healed and ſtrengthned. And thus you have heard 
the firſt Effect of this Earthquake. opened ; the next followeth. 

2. And in the Earthquake were ſlain of men ſeven thouſand. The. 
New Tranſlation rendreth it, Capita hominum,. heads of men : The Old, 
Nomina hominum, Names of men, and {o the Original hath it; the mean- 
ing whereof is,by an Hypallage, en of Names, 1.e. famous men. The. 
Grecians (1 ſuppole)) borrow the expreſſion from the Hebrews, who 
call eminent and renowned men, Men of names, as you may lee, 1 Chron, 
5-24. and 12. 30. The Text there compared with the Margine in 
your Bibles, where Mer of names inthe Hebrew are called famous men . 
in the Text. And hence, men of no #ame in the Hebrew, are called, 
op men by the Tranſlators, Fob 30. 8. By this then you ſee the meaning, 
of the expreſſion in my Text ; for theſe ſeven thouſand men of Names, . 
are Viri nominati, as Funius and Tremelizs render the fame word, named, 
or famous men. They are therefore men of eminency and fame, as if one - 
ſhould ſay, Dukes, and Earls, and Lords, and Knights, and Eiquires, 
and Gentlemen, and Prelates, and Judges, and Counſellouzs, and Doctors, , 
. and Collonels, and Captains, and Magiſtrates, Officers, Cc. 

Now of theſe men of Names, there are ſlain in this Earthquake ſeven ., 
thouſand, 7.e. very many, Seven being a number of perfection, and 
often uſed in this Book of the Revelations ; as ſeven Spirits, ſeven golden - 
Candleſticks, ſeven Seals, ſeven Trumpets, ſeven Angels, ſeven Vials ; .. 
ſo here, ſeven Thouſand, i. e. a great number. And of thele it is ſaid, That 
they were ſlain in the Earthquake, the Spirit of God (perhaps) alluding -- 
to {uch an effect of natural Earthquakes, as when they throw down: 
Towns or Cities, and bury many of the Inhabitants in the raines. 

For : 
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For this here is called a great RP and therefore whenever 
and wherever it comes, there will be a terrible ſhake both of Perſons 
and Things, viz, Houles, Inhabitants, Lands, Goods, Moneys, Inheri- 
tances, Callings, Trade, Liberty, Healch, Relations, Life, and many other 
Comforts ; Mens hearts will ſhake, fear and tremble, and ſome perhaps 
will cry to Rocks and Mountains, It maketh me to think of the cate 


1 Sam.14- of the Philiſtines, when God committed them among them'elves, and 


when they ſheathed their Swords in one anothers bowels; there was a 
trembling ( laith the Text ) in the hoit, in the field, and among all 
the People, inſomuch that the Garrilon and the ſpoilers al!/o trembled, 
and the Earth quaked, 1o that it was a very great trembling, ( or, 4 
trembling of God ) and the multitude melred away, and they went 
on beating down one another. Such a kind of Earthquake peradventure 
it may be, when the Mighty man, and man of V2-1e, ſhall ſtumble 
againſt the mighty, and both fail dawn together. Briefly ; It will be 
ſuch a ſhake as will make a man to eat his bread. with quaking, and 
to drink his water with trembling and with carefulneſs, as ſometimes 
the Prophet did, Ezchk. 12. 18. At whatrime, the Sword ſhall devour 
fleſh, and bedrunk with the blood of che ſlain from the beginning of re- 
venges upon the Enemy. And when ſhall this be ? Upon the back of 
the Witneſſes Aſcenſion, when once a Reformation ( on their parr ) 
riſeth upon their rifing ; for then, and not till then,will this Earthquake be ; 
which yieldeth ſome'matter of Comfort to the People of God, that they 
are ſo well prepared againſt tuch a ſhaking time ; for now tha* they are 
drawing nearer to God, he will be their ſtrong Tower co which chey ſhall 
run and be tet alofr. Wherefore, though the Heavens and the Earth hall 
ſhake, the Lord will be the hope of his People, and the ſtrength of the 
Children of 1/r2e/. So much for this Effect of the Earthquake. 

And the remnant were affrighted. ] This is the third Effect of it. The 
Remnant ; Here is Mercy in the midſt of Judgment, that all in this tenth 
part of the City are nor ſlain, a remnant liverh and efcapeth. God is 


1o far here from deſtroying the whole City, that he deſtroyes not all the 


Streer. But yet the Remnant are affrighted, flying, like as the People 
fled from the Earthquake in the daies of Vzziah, Zach. 14.5. Or as 
the 1ſraelites,that were round about the Tents of Korah and his Company 
fled when the Earthquake ſwallowed up the Rebels,faying, Le/? the Earth 
ſwallow us up alſo, Numb. 16. 34. | 
This is the caſe of this Rexmant, who are not ſimply afraid, but «1 
frighted, and een at their wits end ; they are not ſlain with the Earth- 
y”_=__ but almoſt kill'd with fear, yet ſpared and have their lives given 
them for a prey. God ml have deſtroyed the whole Street 
where his Witneſſes were lain, and lay dead, but he is ſatisfied with 
the Sacrifice of the lives of Seven thouſand men of Names, and it is ſome- 
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what a conſiderable price; for if 1.44 men of Names fa!l, how many 
thouſands of little or no name are ſlain rogether with them ? As Aba- 
ſnerrns laid to Efter ; The Fews have ſlain five hundred men in Shutan the 
Paliace, and the ten ſons of Haman ; whar have they-done in the reſt of the 
Kings Provinces ? But God's Eye is elpecially upon the Fatlings and the 
beſt of the Flock, that they may be offered up in ſacrifice ro him, and 
it is ſomewhat like his {acritice in Bozrah, and his ſlaughter in the Land 
of dimer, where his {word is filled with blood, and made fat with fat- 
ne's, with the blood of Lambs and Goats, and with the fat of the kid- 
neys of Rams, when the Unicorns come down wich them, and the Bul- 
locks with the Bulls, in the day of the Lord's Vengeance, and the Year 
of Recompences for the controverſies .of Zion, Iſa. 34. 6, 7, $. And it 
is alio coaltderable, that what is wanting in the Number of the ſlain, is 
made up in the fa!l of the Tenth of the City 3 a part only are flain, bur 
the whole City falleth in a degree. 
4. And they gave Glory to the God of Heaven. ] This is the laſt Effect 
of the Farthquake. But how do they give God glory ? 1. By coufel- 
ſing their Sins, elpecially in ought that they did relating to the ſlaying of 
the Wirnefles. My Sn ( laith Foſhua to Achan) give glory to the 
Lord God of I[r:el, and make confeſſion :nto him, Foſh. 7. 19. 2. They 
repent alſo of the fins which they confels ; for therein allo is God glo- 
rifted, Rev. 10.9. 2. They give God the glory of his Patience and ten- 
der mercy in ſparing them, and plucking them as a brand out of the 
burning, Lam. 3-22. 4. They glorihe his Juſtice and righteous deal- 
ings with the bloody Street, ſaying, Thou art righteous, O Lord, be- 
cauſe thou haſt judged thus, for wy have ſhed the blood of Saints and 
Prophets, and of thy Witneſſes, and thou haſt given them blood to drink, 
for they are worthy; Even ſo, Lord God Almighty, true and-xighteous 
are thy judgments. And this glory is given to the God of Heaven, as 
in my Text, 1. e. to the true God for as Cyrus faith in his Pro- 
clamation of liberty to the Fews, The God of Heaven, he is the God, 
Ezra 1.2, 3. The Remnant is now convinced of their former Arheiſms, 
Superſtitions and Idolatries, and give glory to the God of Heaven. : 
But is this Acknowledgment extorted from them, or is it freely given by gu/, 
them, as by ſuch whoſe hearts are now unfeignedly turned to the Lord ? | 
It is apprehended by ſome, that it is done by the power only of a Ar. 
ſtrong Conviction in the time of this great Judgment and Vengeance of 
God upon his Adverfaries, butnot done by ſuch whole hearts are now 
truly turned to the Lord : For the Judgments of God do ſometimes wring 
ſuch acknowledgments from wicked men, as when Pharaoh could ay. by 
after the plague of the Hail, 7have ſinned this time, the Lord 15 righteous, - . Yo. 
and I and my people are wicked. And as Foſhua laid to Achan, My ſon, Joſh7.19:. 
give I pray thee glory to the Lord God of lirael, and make confeſſion unto 70,. 


him ;, 


(40) 

' him; And Achan ſaid, Indeed I Ce ſinned againſt the Lord Ged of I'ra- 
el, and thus and thus have I done. See allo Fudg. 1. 7. and 2 Chron; 
12. 6. and 1 Sam. 6.5. Burt others do apprehend thar this Remnant 
here were effeCtually wrought upon by this terrible hand of God,and gave 
glory to him in ſincerity. Bur I find no reafons given for either opinion, 
yet I incline to this ſecond. If indeed this Remnant were ſuch as had been 
totally immerſt and drenched in Popery, I thould have been of the 
firſt opinion ; for the Jurats and {worn Creatures of the Man of fin, cannot 
repent to give glory to God whatever judgments are inflicted on them, as 
you may clearly lee, Rev. 9. 20, 21. and 16.9, 10,11, 21. The Spi- 
rit of Popery is a Spirit of dedolence and impenitency, becaule the 
complete Worlhippers of the Beaſt are noted as obſtinate Reprobates, 
Rev. 13.8, and, 14.9, 10. 

This Remnant therefore were only ſprinkled and dipt a little into 
Popery, and ſuch may and often do repent of their Idolatries and Su- 
perſtitions. And by this you lee thar there is a poſhbility that this rem- 
nant may truly repent and give Glory to the God of Heaven. Yea,and it is 
probable that they do effectually repent in giving Glory unto God. 

For itis here ſaid, that a renth part of the City fell by this Earth-quake ; 
now, How didit fall? Two wayes, as hath been faid; 1. A part 
therereof fell by being Slain, as a juſt recompence for Slaying the Wit- 
nefles, upon whoſe alcenſion it immediately followeth. 2. The remnant 
alſo of the tenth part fell, but how ? By falling away from the Power 
and Dominion of the Beaſt. For if they had ſtill perſiſted in their former 
courſes and adhered to the Beſtian Intereſt, the tenth part of the Ciry had 
not fallen by falling away, becaule a remnant had ſtill ſtood their ground. 
And this kind of falling, by falling off, was alſo a Righteons Judgment 
of God upon the Beaſt, whoſe Power is hereby diminiſhed ; for the 
Remnant throws off the Papal Hierarchy, never to be reaſſumed more by 
them ; and God is pleaſed to preſerve them ( as with ſubmiſſion I con- 
ceive )to make ule of them for future againſt the Beaſt and his Intereſt ; 
Perhaps it is the firſt of the ten horns which ſhall hate the Whore, and 
make her Deſolate and Naked, &c. Surely this remnant is reſerved for 
for ſome _— purpole, ſeeing they are ſnatcht thus out of this dread- 
full ruine ; for they related unto them that were Slain, in that they are 
called their Remnant ; It feemeth therefore as if God intended to .turn 
them into an Horn wherewith to goar and wound the Beaſt. 

This Street then is, from the time of this Earthquake, and fo forward, 
for ever cut off from the great City, and being now purged, partly by 
Divine Vengeance on the bloody men of Names, and partly by the repen- 
tance of the Remnant, it is thenceforth conſecrated unto the Government 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 

' This Remnant thenis reſerved, 1. As a Trophy of Victory and Triumph. 
2. For 
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2. For ſome ſignal Service to be performed afterward by them under the 
ſeventh Trumpet, which followeth quickly upon the back of this Earth- 
quake,as you may ſee,v.14. And thus I have opened (as God hath holpen 
me) this paſſage of the Earthquake and the ſeveral effects of ir. 

But now it may be inquired, what may be the caule of this great Earth- 
quake ? As the Pfalmiſt faith, IWhar ailed ye, O Mountains, that ye 5;iped 
like Rams, and ye little Hills like Lambs ? 

You know what follows in anſwer hereunto ; Tremble thou Earth at 
the Preſence of the Lord, at the Preſence of the God of Jacob. It comes 
to pa's therefore from the Preſence of God among his People, coming 


down to viſit the Street where his Witneſſes were Slain. When under Deurt. 21. 
the Law a man was found ſlain in the Field, and it was not known who 1:5 


ſlew him, the City that lay next unto the ſlain Man was to purge i: ſelf 
from that blood, and the Elders thereof were to come and waſh their 
hands over a ſlain Heifer, and to ſay, Our hands have not ſhed this blood, 
neither have our eyes ſeen it, &c. God is tender of the Lives of men, 
eſpecially of the lives and blood of his Saints which is precious in kis ſight, 
and he will certainly make inquiſition for it in due time, P/.g. 12. And 
when he goes about this act of Juſtice, what will he do to tha: City, or 
to that Street, where his Witneſſes are found lain ; not ſlain ( I fay) in1 
Field by unknown hands, but in the open Street, yea, and by them that 
dwell therein, and who cannot thus waſh their hands? He will call them 
to a ſevere account, For there isa cry in the Ears of God for Vengeance. 
1, Inthe general, There is a cry of many and great ſins in the Streers, 
for where ſuch aſin is committed as Witnels-ſlaughter, ſurely there are 
many other crying ſins. Now the fins of a land may lye ſo heavy apon 
it, that they may make it to ſhake and even to reel and rent again, like 
as a Cart may be lo heavy loaden, that it may make the very Axle-tree to 


crack, and quite overturn all. The Earth ( faith the Prophet) #s utterly - Bras 


broken down, the earth is clean diſſolved, the earth is moved exceedingly, , 


the earth ſhall reel to and fro like a drunken man, and ſhall be removed like 
a Cottage. Why, what is that which preſlerh it down fo greatly ? Ir fol- 
loweth ; And the tranſgreſſion thereof ſhall be heavy upon it, and it ſhall fall, 
and not riſe again. It muſt needs be a marvellous weight that makes the 
Earth thus to move, oy ſuch is the weight of ſin. 

2. More particularly, there is the cry of blood in the Street, as I have 
ſaid 3 andit isthe cry of the blood of the Witneſſes. For though they 
are not literally flain, 5. e. not as men, but as Witneſſes, yer the Lord 
calls ir, and accounts it a ſlaughter, yea, and their very enemies account 
them as naturally dead ; and they are greatly Oppreſſed, Vexed, and 
Silenced, Impriſoned, Impoverithed, and cruelly handled, and to, that 
it haſteneth alſo the Death of ſome of them, and reacheth alſo to the 
blood ( as I may lay ) of many rhoulands of Souls who depended —_ 
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their Miniſtry ; and ſuch blood hath a loud cry in the ears of God, and ſuch 
a cry will ſhake the Earth wherever the ſin is commitred, and remains un- 
urged. You know how the Martyrs under the fifth Seal cryed with a 
mo voice, ſaying, How long, O Lord,holy and true, dſt thou not Fudge and 
Avenge our blood on them that dwell on the Earth ? What then followeth ? 
And 1 beheld when he had opened the ſixth Seal, and lo, there was a preat 
Earthquake, &c. You have heard before of the greatneis of that Earth- 
quake, and how. it ſhook and quire overthrew the whole Roman Pagan 
Empire. You know alto that the blood ſhed by Jenafeh could not be 
expated by the greateſt reformation that was ever wrought, but the 
whole Land of F#dab was at laſt ſhaken to pieces for it. Thatland is ex- 
treamly deplored that lyeth under the guilt of blood, eſpecially of laying 
Chriſt's Witneſſes. See 2 Chro. 36. 15, 16. It layed Zeruſalems houſe, 
i. c, the Temple, deſolate, Matth. 23. 37, 38. | 
And when the Fews killed the Lord Jeſus, and the Prophets, and per- 
ſecuted the Apoſtles, forbiding them to Preach to the Gentiles that they 
might be ſaved, they filled up their fins, and the Wrath of God came up- 
on them to the uttermoſt. This is a filling and a finiſhing fin ; even 
Reformation it ſelf (were ir equal to 7oſrah's ) cannot fave thar land from 
a great Earthquake, and from {uch Vengeance as will make the ears of 
them who hear it to tingle. What faith the Prophet ? The City ſheddeth 
blood in the midſt of it, that her time may come; thou art become guilty in 
thy blood, and haſt cauſed thy dayes to draw near, and art come even to thine 
years. Ezek. 22. 3, 4 
3. There is yet another cry, and that is from the Prayers of God's 
people, eſpecially from under their Affliction, No doubt but the cries, 
and ſighs, and groans of the Children of 1/rael in Egypt were accompani- 
ed with many Prayers, and it brought tuch vengeance upon Eoypr, as 
you have icarce read the like. God never forgets the cry of the hum- 
ble. Pſ.9. 12. If but a poor Widdow or Fatherleſs child be afflifted, and 
they cry at all unto me, I mill ſurely hear their cry, ſaith the Lord. And 
know thus much, that the Prayers of one diſtreſſed Child of God may be 
ſuch, that they may ſhake the very Earth it ſelf, What ſaith David # 
In my diſtreſs I called upon the Lord, and cryed unto my God ; He heard my 
voice out of his Temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears :; 
Then the Karth ſhock and trembled, the Foundations alſo of the Hills moved 
and were ſhaken, becauſe he was wreth, &c. The Prayers of David in his 
diſtreſs ſhook Heaven, Earth, and Sea. And wherefore is it that 
God fatth, 1 wil! ſhake the Heavens, and the Earth, and the Sea, and the 
dry land, and 1 will ſhake all Naticas, and the deſire of all Nations ſhall 
come ? 1 ſay, wherefore is this, and whence proceedeth this great con- 
cyfſion ? Even from the deſire of all the Saints that live among the Nati- 
ens inthe world. They are opptefled and perſecuted in the world, and 


they 
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they cannot be quiet ; upon this they cry out, and utter their deſires, 
O that Feſus Chriſt would come and deliver us, and plead our cauſe, and re- 
lieve us in our diſtreſſes, and call the world to a reckoning ! Even ſo come Lord 
Feſus, come quickly. | tell you, This will coſt the world a ſound ſhaking, 
Little do people imagine what the force of God's peoples prayers is, they 
have an Earth-ſhaking power in them. The praying Saints are a thunderin 
Legion. Samuel no looner cryeth to the Lord, but he heareth him _ 1 Sam. 5, 
an{wereth him with a dreadful dilcomficing thunder upon the Philiſtines. 10+ 


And when the Saints fall to prayer at the clole of the feventh Seal, preſent- rev. 8.3.5. 
ly follow Yoices,and T — Lightnings,and an Earthquake. Wien AQ. 4. 31. 
r 


Peter and Fohn were returned from their perlecutors to their own compa- Aa.15.25, 
ny, they betake themlelves to prayer, which was no {ooner ended bur the 
hs was ſhaken, where they were aſſembled together. And when Part 
and Silas prayed and tung praiſes to God in the priton, and in the ſtocks, 
ſuddenly ( faith the Text ) there was a great Earthquake, and the foun- 
dations of the priſon were ſhaken, and immediately all the doors were 
opened, and every ones bonds were loo'ed, and the Keeper of the pri- 
ſon drew his Sword and would have killed himſelf. And do we think 
now, that all the prayers that have been made within theſe few years 
by the Saints in the world, will not end ia a dreadful Earthquake ? God 
hath already anſwered his people, and will again anſwer them, by ter- 
rible chings in righteoulnels. Thus you have ſeen the procuring caules 
of chis Earthquake. I ſhall conclude with ſome ConſeCaries, Informations 
and Exhortarions flowing from what hath been opened to us. 

1. By what we have heard in the Explication of this thirteenth verſe, 
we have a further proof of what ſometimel ſaid, That the \Virneſſes are 
ſlain not in all parts of the great City, bur in ſome one eminent Screet 
thereof that hath not quitted and caſt off the power of the Bzat ; where- 
fore I thus argue : 

W here the revenge of God is inflicted for the laying of the Witneſſes, 
there, and there only, are the Witnefles ſlain : 

But the revenge of God is not inflicted upon the whole City for the 
ſlaying of the Witnefſes, but only on a tenth part thereof : 

herefore in that tenth part thereof, and there only, are the Witne(- 
ſes ſlain. 

For God proportioneth his Revenge unto the place of che ſlaughter, 
making it commenſurate and adequate thereunto, and doth not exceed 


the bounds thereof. 
2. Inthis diſpenſation we may ſee the ſingular patience of God towards 


the Enemies of his Witnefles,in that he doth nor preſently bring this great 


Earthquake upon them ; they may meet with many a fore concullion, 

during the time of the ſlaughter, and preſently after ir is over; but yer 

God Seforty the terrible ——_ till the aſcenſion of the — 
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til! that great Voice from Heaven hath ſaid unto them, Come wp hither, 
214 tnat they have aſcended in a Cloud in the very ſight of their Enemies. 
Which ( by the way ) ſheweth us plainly, as 1 chad it before, that this 
loud voice and call unto them to aſcend, doth not proceed from the Pow- 
ers and Rulers of this World, as ſome have thought, for thele are Ene- 
mies, and the men of 2ames, who are to be ſlain in the Earthquake pre. 
ſently upon the Aſcenſion of the Witnelles. They continue Enemies unto 
the very time of their deſtruction. 

Burchat which I am ſpeaking to, is the Patience of God towards that 
Street where the W itneiles are ſlain ; for God doth not deſtroy the mes 
of 9ames {o ſoon as they have ſlain the Wirnelles, no, nor ſo ſoon as the 
Witneſles are rilen al ſtanding upon their feet ; He tarrieth till they are 
aſcended, and gives his Enemies warning enough ; but when once the 
Aſcenſion time 1s over,and Reformation of "91> 4 Families,and Saints 
on foot, the Earth will forbear ſhaking no longer ; there is then but an hour 
(7.e. a very ſhorttime) between the Aſcenſion and the Earthquake. 

3. Weare ſhewed the juſt Revenge of God upon theſe Enemies, in 
that he ſlayeth them, a meet recompence for their ſlaying of the Witneſſes, 
Thus, * he that leadeth into Captivity, ſhall go into Captivity, and, he that 
killeth with the Sword, ſhall be killed with the Sword. So here, They that 
flay, ſhall be ſlain; as it is written, + He that ſheddeth blood, by man ſhall 
his blood be ſhed. * The Lord God of Recompences ſhall ſurely requite ;, he is 
as punctual in his Juſtice, as powerfull in his Patience. 

4. Inthat the holy Ghoſt here ſeemeth to allude to the manner of great 
Earthquakes, which is to {wallow up houſes and their Inhabitants, 1o as 
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram were iwallowed up, though that was ra- 
ther by the Earth renting, than quaking, yet ſwallowed up they were, 
* they and their houſes and all the men that appertained to them, and. 
their goods; I ay God feemeth to deal with thele men of names, as with 
thoſe Rebels and their companions; As if God ſhould tay, they ſhall 
periſh in the gain-ſaying of Xore, and as ſo many Dathans and Abirams, 
and Rebels againſt the God of Heaven; for ſuch God accounteth theſe, 
whatſoever theſe accounted the Witneſſes. * And of theſe three men it 
is ſaid, They roſe up before Moſes, with certain of the Coildren of Iſrael, two 
hundred and fifty Princes of the aſſembly, famons in the Congregation, men, 
of renown. They were, juſt like theſe m my Text, virs nominatiſ:mi, 
men of great note and name; and ſo Mr. Ayn/wor:th tranſlateth the word 
famous, in that place, Men of names, and he reckoneth them no leſs than 
States-men,es you may {ee in his Expoſition. And the like title allo is given 
to the oppreſiing Gyants cf tlie old World, whole foundation was over- 


* Gen.6.4+ foawed with a Flood 3 * They are called Mighty men, and men of Re- 


NOWN. 
You ſee then the aceount of God concerning theſe famous ones in. my 
Text : 


Text ; They ſlay the Witneſſes as Rebels, and ere long themeives are 
ſlain of God, as ſuch. 

5. Whereas theſe many thouſands were men of Names, it may denote 
fn Mr. Brightman ovlerveth from the expreſſion) that God doth not 
all blindfold" with his judgments upon men z he doth not ſtrike Andaba- 
tarum more, ſed certo, nominatimque,even ſo certainly and knowingly, as 
if he named theſe great men; "Theres for you, ſuch a one, faith he, 
and there?s your reward, faith he to another, naming him, &c. God ſhall 
(-oot at them with an arrow, ſuddenly ſhall they be wounded, Plal. 64.7. He 
doth not ſhoot like that Syrian who hit Ahab at adventure, but he aim- 
eth alwayes when he ſhooteth, and never miſleth the mark. 


6. God then is no reſpeCter of perſons; # He accepteth not the Per- * Job 34 


ſons of Princes, nor regardeth the Rich more than the Poor... Nay, he 19: 
hath a ſpecial eye upon the men of Names, for you muſt know that this 
Earthquake here doth ſlay many a man, hundreds and thouſands no 
doubt nullius nominis, of noname or fame at all, but thele you ſee are 
not here mentioned, but only the viri Nominum, the men of great re- 
nown. And God will do this dreadfull Execution upon them by a re- 
markable hand from Heaven ; for Earthquakes are in a ſpecial manner 
from God, there is no hand of man in them. The mighty ſhall be taken 
away without hand, Job 34. 20. That is, without the hand of any man ; 
God will do it by an out-ſtretched hand from Heaven. 

7. It is very oblervable, That in Gods execution of Judgment here, 
he falls moſt eminently upon the principal Ring-leaJers, the men of 
Names, whoſe hands elpecially were employed in ſlaying the Witneſles.. 
Many others of little or no zame were ingaged alſo in the ſlaughter, but 
the men of Names ſtirred them up and ſet them on work,and led them the 
way alſo by their Examples and Authority. Wherefore God takes no- 
tice of them eſpecially, and the ſtroke falls moſt remarkably upon them 
as the great Oppreſlors of the Witneſſes, and hinderers of Reformation. 
He takes off thele therefore, and xemoves them out of the way, as intend- 
ing now to bring in Reformation contra gentes viroſque nominum, againſt 
all oppoſition whatſoever. For great men, if not alſo good, are great 
oppolers of that which is good ; as God ſometimes ſaid to Ezekzel, ſhew- 
ing him five and twenty of his great Enemies,and among them 7aazaniah 
and Pelatiah Princes of the people; Son of man, faith God, Theſe are 
the men that deviſe Miſchief and give wicked Counſel in this City ; There- 
fore propheſy againſt them, Ye have multiplied your ſlain in this City, ana 
ye have filled the Streets thereof with the ſlain, &c. I will execute judgments 
upon you, and ye ſhall fall by the Sword, &c. And faith Ezeckje!l, It came 
$0 paſs when I propheſied, that Pelatiah dyed, Ezek. 11. 1. ------ See allo 
Numb. 25. 4. 

Thus when the fixth Seal was opened, and that the Judgments of oy 
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Tell moſt formidably upon the Roman Pagan Empire for the moſt horrid 
bloody Perſecutions uled againſt the Chriſtians, the moft righteous God 
began with the ring-leaders, the virs nominumare let in the front of the 
Sufferers, viz. The Kings of the Earth, and the great mer, and the rich 
men, and the chief Captains, and the mighty men z and after them come in 
the men of ſmall names, every bondman, and every freeman, Rev.6. 15, 
The Earthquake there mentioned ſhook all the Empire from the higheſt 
to the loweſt, but it began with, and fell heavieſt on, the mer of Names, 
Kings, great men, rich men, chief Captains, and Mighty men, For as for 
the Bondmen and Freemen, they were ſet on by their Kings, and great 
men, and rich men, and chief Captains, and mighty men ; That is, che 
Informers, and Catch-poles, and Jaylors, and poor Souldiers, were 
but as a company of bondmen to the Kings, great men, and men of 
Names; and they muſt do what the Powers will comn«ind them, bur 
( you lee) that will not excuſe them when the Earthquake cometh ; 
but yer the Grandees are the men in the Van that are moſt eminently 
fhaken and thrown down thereby ; they ſhall pay for it to the purpole. 

8. We may here behold the riches of God's grace, that he not only 
ſpareth a Remnant of his, and his Witneſſes Enemies, that they are noc 
flain with the reſt in the Earthquake, but he giveth ro them alſo the grace 
of repentance. They might have drunk of the fame Cup with thole 
men of renown, as being 4 Remnant of them, eſpecially as to cheir enmity, 
but God lets them live to repent and give him glory. I ſuppole thele 
to be ſuch as were perſecutors as well as thoſe others, but they did it 
ignorantly in unbelief, and therefore they obtain this mercy ; perad- 
venture the other(at leaſt many of them)are ſuch as tran{greſs of malicious 
wickedneſs, and rebell againſt rhe light, which isa very high provoca- 
tion. They are nothing like ſo ignorant as malicious and deſpighthful, 
being deſperate ſworn enemies to feſus Chriſt, his People, Cauſe and In- 
tereſt. Yet even the {pared Remnant are bad enough, as known and 
profeſſed enemies to the God of Heaven, to whom now they pive glo- 
xy, whoſe glory and honour they never cared for before. O the riches 
of the glorious grace of God, that he ſhould fave ſuch as theſe, not on- 
ly from the deſtruCtion of the Earthquake, but of Hell ir ſelf! Ler us 
exalt this ineſtimable grace, and believe, love, and praiſe, and pive 
glory to the God of Heaven for their ſo doing ; and in the mean while, 
tet none deſpair, when ſuch men as thele repent. 

9. They that are the People of God and dwell in that bloody Street, 
may have hopes, that God will not utterly deſtroy it, ſeeing there is a 
Remnant that will be {pared, which ſhall be as the ſhaking of an Olive- 
tree and the gleaning of Grapes after the vintage ;i1s ended. You know 
what devaſtation God maketh by his four ſore = -w—— Ezth. 14. 22. 
And yet faith the Lord, A remnant ſhall be left, and they ſhall come forth 
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unto you, and ye ſhall ſee their way and their doings, and ye ſhall be comforted' 
concerning the evil that I have brought upon you, God will not utterly 1c, 5 .» 
forlake that Street, bur yet in it ſhall be a tenth, and ir ſhall return, and _ 
ſhall be eaten as a Teyl-tree, and as an Oak, whoſe ſubſtance is in them 
when they caſt their leaves ; for ſo the holy ſeed ſhall be the ſubſtance 
thereof. God will as it were tithe this tenth part, and conlecrate ir and 
the land unto himlelf for ſome ſignal and fingular ſervice to his Name. And 
as God will deſtroy the Microcoſm and little world in that land by this 
Earthquake, viz. the Sun, Moon, Stars, and Heavens and Earth there- 
of; ſo he will create new Heavens (asI may fay ) and a new Earth 
therein, and the former ſhall be remembred no more. 

Laſtly, We fee what a ſhaking world welive in; Let our hearts there- 
fore hang.looſe to the things of this world, to which they are lo apt to ad- 
here. How ſoon God may ſhake us, we know not, and ſhaking ( eſpe- 
cially of the earth) is in order to the removing of the things that are 
ſhaken, Heby. 12. 26, 27. And when men are torely ſhaken, they had 
not need to take hold on things that ſhake, and which are ready to 
remove away from under them ; they have need to lay hold on ſtable 
and abiding things that will ſtand faſt and not forlake them. If any 
ſhould fay, This ſhaking may be far enough off from us; Let no man 
think ſo ; For admit that this be not the time nor place ſpoken of, in 
Kev. 11.7, 8. Yet where there is any thing like ir, there will be that 
alio which is as like unto this Earthquake. What ſaith the Lord to. Eze- pz. »2. 
kiel ? If a righteoits man beget a ſon that is a robber, a ſhedder of blood, 10, 13. 
and that doth the like to any one of theſe things, viz. there {ſpoken of, he 
ſhall not live, he ſhall ſurely dye, his blood ſhall be upon him. That doth the 
lthe, &c. He doth not ſay, That doth the very ſame, If an Hue and Cry 
puriue after a ſhedder of blood, and find a man that is very like him, 
and apprehend him upon ſuſpition, and it falleth out upon examination 
that the perſon apprehended hath allo ſhed blood in like manner, though 
he is not the perton that ſhed the blood inquired after, yet he ſhall not 
live, he ſhall jurely dye, his blood ſhall be upon him : Evenſo, &c. God 
will never put up the ſlaying of his Witneſles, though ( perhaps) it may 
not be that ſlaying here ſpoken of, but only the like unto it. There is no 
ſatisfaction to be taken for the life of a murtherer, nor is there any City of 
Refuge appointed in the law for him,he muſt be taken away from God's Numb. Ti 
altar, or ſlain at it, as Foab was, otherwiſe, the whole land lyeth under 31.--Deur. 
the guilt of blood. 21. 1.--hO. 

You know what Hanun did to David's Embaſſadors, who were ſent 
to him in meer love and good will. Hedid not flay them, but ſhame- 
fully abuſed them. O how was the land of the children of Ammon ſhaken 2 Sam, 12. 
for this abuſe! The Kings crown was taken from his head and ſer on 3o, 31 
David's, the Ammonites ſlain, Rabbah ſacked and plundered, and = 
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people of the Land put under fawes, and harrows, and axes of iron, and 
made to paſs thorow the brick-kiln. And yer, what is this abule of 
David's Embaſſadors, to that of Chriſt*s,, which we have lived to ſee ? 
And what will the Lord then do, how dreadfully will he avenge the high 
and horrible contempr of his Meſſengers ? Prepare therefore for times 
of great concuſſionsz perhaps they may prevent ſome of your deaths, 
if not prove alto the cauſe of them. Hang looſe (I fay) to the world, 
and be in the number of the a'cenders, ger up above the Earth, and ap- 
proach nearer unto Chriſt in Reformation and Holineſs, and then, if the 
worſt ſhould come, you may ſing Luther*s Palm, Pf. 46. And be not 
ſo lollicitous abou: the Earthquake, as about the Aſcenſion that imme- 
Giately precedeth it; for the Earthquake muſt come, but wo be to them 
when it comes who are not got above the Earth. It is the great mer- 
cy of God todefer the Earthquake till after the Aſcenſion, for the great- 
er {afety to his people ; which I conceive to be a ſpecial reaſon why it is 

eferred till then z though another may be, That a foundation may be 
layd for the carrying on che work of Reformation the betrer, when the 
Earthquake is at an end. 

And itpromiteth well to the Street, that God will not utterly deſtroy 
it, nor take away his Goſpel fromit; 1. Inthat he ſtill continueth his 
Witneſſes inir. 2, Becauſe Reformation and Holine!s are aſcending when 
the Earthquake comerh.. Now therefore let it be the care and endea- 
vour of the People of God, 1. Toriſe. 2. Toaſcind. 1. Toriſez what 
is that? To hold forth the Spirit of Life from God ; They muſt walk in 
oppoſition to their ſlain condition 3 now, they were ſlain by the loſs of 
{piritual life, courage, and activity z therefore they muſt riſe by 'a con- 
trary Spirit. 2. Lert it be their endeavour allo to aſcend, i.e. to reform, 
viz, Churches, Families, Hearts and Lives. 

And if we muſt thus aicend, then it will follow, that we muſt not ta 
at thar pitch of Reformation to which we have already attained, but muſt 
yet get up higher; there is a great deal more yet to be done. For per- 
haps ſome _ lay, Are we not alcended already ? No; we are not 

et come to the utmoſt of our RelurreCtion, which (as we have 
heard) is gradual. True; there hath been a kind of riſing and aſcend- 
ing of late years; for wherefore are the Witneſſes ſlain, but for their 
climbing up ſo high in their Seperations and Profeſſions ? And yet ( you 
ſee) they muſt alcend up higher; For we are not riſen up ſo high above 
former times, as we mult yet riſe up higher above our preſent ſelves; 
God will not be ſatisfied with our Reſurrection when it iscome to its nt- 
moſt degree, but then he requireth allo an Aſcenſion, which will be gra- 
dual likewiſe, unto the time of the pouring out of the ſeventh Vial. 


FINIS. 


